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By KRISTEN KRUGER
Staff Writer

Students and 
supporters of the music 
program asked for more 
support from the Galena 
City School Board during 
its meeting on April 21 to 
fund the music program.  

Music supporters rally 

Fly-in draws pilots for CAP 
By SHERRI KESSNER
Editor
 
            Aviators from all over 
the state of Alaska fl ew in 
to Galena for its fi rst ever 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) fl y-
in. The Fly-in was held at  
Galena Interior Learning 
Academy’s Aviation 
program hanger, at the 
former Galena Air Base 
on Saturday April 17.     
            The Fly-In celebrated 
the partnership of the Civil 
Air Patrol and the Galena 
City School District and 
raised money for the 
Galena CAP cadets. The 
cadets are now a part of 
the United States Civil Air 
Patrol Yukon Composite 
Squadron. 
                Galena’s Yukon 
Squadron Commander, 
Scott Betterton, started 

off the Opening ceremony 
with a greeting to Lt. 
Col Charlie Palmer, the 
pilots who fl ew in, and 
the Galena residents who 
attended this event.

“It’s unbelievable 
what you could do in this 
community, in this school. 
The possibilities for the 
aviation program are 
limitless,” said Lt. Col. 
Palmer during the opening 
ceremony. He has been 
promoted to be installed 
as the next Alaska Wing 
CAP commander later this 
month. 
            More than a dozen 

Continued on page15
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Above: Lt. Col. Charlie Palmer 
and Galena high school CAP 

member Michael Ford at the fl y-in 
ceremony. Right: The CAP arm 

patch. 

Student and staff music supporters speak to the Galena 
school board.                                      Photo by Patti Crow



By KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff writer

Out with the old 
in with the new!

When students 
come back to GILA 
next year they will see a 
remodeled gym. 

Work began 
last month on April 7 

to remodel the gym at 
the GILA campus. The 
gym needs the upgrade 
so it can be better used 
by students, according to 
school administration.
  “The hopes are 
that the gym will be 
utilized more often during 
the day,” said GILA 
Principal Lisa Shelby.
  The remodeling is 
working on updating the 
locker rooms and adding 
a class room for future 
health classes. Students 
said they’re looking 
forward to the change. 

 “I think that 
remodeling the gym is 
going to be a big change,” 
said Dale Deleon, a 

Gym remodel underway at GILA campus
freshman.

Little things such 
as renewing the electricity 
will be worked on and 
new ceiling tiles will be 
put in the weight room, 
and there will be a new 
fl oor put in the gym. 

The room for 
workout machines and 
weights will be the same; 
there will be added 
volleyball net extensions. 
The gym fl oor will be 
repainted, waxed, have 
more basketball hoops 
put in, and the fenced 
wall inside the gym will 
be taken out and made 
into a wall. 

The bowling 
alley will be torn down. 
The restrooms will be 
remodeled. The bowling 
alley will be replaced 
with newer, larger 
locker rooms for phys 
ed classes, which will 
include new bathrooms 
and shower stalls, lockers 
for student uses, and a 
new health classroom. 
The old restroom space 
will be used for the gym 

teacher’s offi ce, which 
will include its own 
bathroom.

During the school 
board meeting on April 
21, questions came up 
concerning the location of 
the old music room in the 
GILA gym, which will be 
moved. 

School board 
offi cials said the new 
music room location 
hasn’t been decided. 
Offi cials said there will 
be a music room open 
and running next year. 

They are looking 
at possible places such as 
the old music room in the 

shed building, where it 
used to be, or even at the 
headquarters building in 
the bunker room.
  The new health 
and physical education 
teacher, Stephanie Weter, 
is a former graduate of 
GILA and will teach in 
the new health class next 
year.

The classes for 
physical education will 
still be co-ed, with a 
variety of gym classes 
a student can take, 
including conditioning 
and weight training 
and endurance physical 
education. 

Day care center closing soon
By KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff Writer

The Galena day 
care center will be closing 
at the end of the school 
year. 

The Galena City 
School District board of 

education decided at its 
April 21 meeting that the 
operation and costs of the 
day care were too high for 
the district to run alone. 

School board 
offi cials and community 
members involved with 
the day care center had 
a long discussion at 

the meeting about the 
problems with relocating 
the child care to the 
elementary school and 
modifying some of the 
space to accommodate 
the children.

 District offi cials 
said that reopening the 
day care center could be 

possible with the help 
of a different program 
partnering with the school 
district, and they left the 
discussion open at the end 
of the meeting. 

Until then, 
however, the district will 
close the day care center.

Work will continue throughout the summer remodeling the gym on the 
GILA campus.                                                        Photo by Dylan Korta
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By KELSEY 
HENSLEY
Staff writer

 The science and 
health teacher at GILA, 
Shawn Gray, and his 
wife Jamie, recently had 
a newborn baby girl, 
Adah Dean Gray. Adah 
was born on March 31 at 
11:06 p.m. 

Mr. Gray’s 
cute baby was born in 
Wasilla. Adah is named 
after Mr. Gray’s great- 
grandma and is also a 
name in the Bible. 

The middle 
name, Dean, is Shawn’s 
father’s middle name. 
Adah was born at eight 
pounds and three ounces, 
and she was twenty one 
inches long. 
 “I’m excited to 
get home every night, it 
is a lot of fun, but I’m a 

Grays celebrate birth of their daughter

little bit tired during the 
day because she tends to 
wake up in the middle of 
the night,” Mr. Gray said.
 Mr. Gray has 
missed about three weeks 
of school due to the 

birth of Adah. The fi rst 
impression when he held 
his baby girl was how little 
and innocent she was. 
 “We cannot tell 
who she looks like yet; we 
are trying to fi gure it out 

still. We think she just 
looks like Adah,” Mr. 
Gray said.
 Mr. Gray has 
another child, a 16-year-
old son named Dustyn.

Jamie Gray (right) shows off her new daughter Adah alongside proud papa Shawn Gray, the science and 
health teacher at GILA.                                                                                                              Photo by Mr. A

By JULIA COX
Music writer 

The music room 
will be moved from the 
GILA gym building to 
the headquarters building, 
said Karrie Pavish 
Anderson, Ptarmigan 
Hall’s music and arts 
coordinator. The move 
took place on April 4. 
 The day after the 
RIFF@N*HOOK festival 
was when the hard work 
began. The music room 

had to be moved and 
cleaned up because of 
undergoing construction 
of the GILA gym. Giving 
up the spacious and 
familiar atmosphere of 
the old music room would 
not be easy, but had to be 
done for the sake of locker 
rooms.
 Mrs. Pavish 
Anderson, Ted Roach, and 
Patti Crow gathered up 
the Musician’s Union and 
volunteers to help with 
the job on Sunday. Patti 

Crow led a clean-up crew: 
Sherri Kessner, Julia Cox, 
Kaylin Kopp, and Tisha 
Van Deist to clean up the 
new space located next 
to Carlee Malemute’s 
classroom. 

Mr. Roach led 
the muscle crew: Kaleb 
Sanford, Michael Ford, 
and Kyle Kruger to 
transfer instruments and 
other materials and items 
into the headquarters 
building. Mrs. Pavish 
Anderson was in charge 

of packing and directing 
the action. The new music 
room was about one third 
of the size of the old one, 
but had adequate storage 
space.  

“I’m thankful that 
we still have a space for 
our instruments and music 
classes, but as for the 
arrangement we’ve had 
to downsize quite a bit 
which has proved to be a 
challenge to accommodate 
all of our instruments and 
gear,” she said. 

Music room moves with gym remodel
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By SHERRI KESSNER
Editor

A special group of 
Galena students can now 
save a life, operate heavy 
machinery and work on 
the North Slope. 
 Fifteen students 
were part of a course 
sponsored by the Alaska 
Operating Engineers 
Training Trust (AOE/
ETT) on the week of 
March 23-26. 
 AOE/ETT is based 
out of Palmer, Alaska 
and provides training for 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
(OSHA), Mine Safety and 
Health Administration 
(MSHA), First Aid and 
CPR, and the students 
can get their North Slope 
Training Corporative card 
(NSTC) to work on the 
pipeline.   
 Jerry Bennett from 
AOE/ETT traveled to 
Galena for four days to 
give the students exposure 
to focused training, 
OSHA, certifi cation in 
First Aid and CPR, and 
also to get a chance to get 
NSTC. The seniors were 
taught basic safety training 
including fault protection, 
material handle safety, 
hearing conservation, 
job hazard assessment, 
confi ned space awareness, 
surface mine safety, blood 
born pathogens, electric 
hazards, and power tools 
safety.

Senior Jermaine Saddler demonstrates CPR technique during a practice 
at the OSHA training.                                        Photo by Sherri Kessner

OSHA training provides skills
 “I liked the 
gruesome pictures and 
the hilarious videos,” said 
Thomas Wilson about the 
course. Wilson attended 
the training so he could 
be “ready for life.” Wilson 
plans on using his new 
knowledge working at 
Red Dog, an open pit mine 
in Northwestern Alaska as 
a millwright.
 Another student, 
Matthew Billings, said 
that one of the fi rst things 
he learned was protection. 
“If you don’t wear gloves 
you might have long term 
effects, it’s pretty scary. 
Even getting oil on your 
hands is bad.” Billings said 
that watching the videos 
was what he enjoyed most 
about the training course. 
“I’ll probably work on 
the slope next year; go 
to school and then work. 
I got certifi ed to do First 
Aid and CPR and I got my 
NSTC card.” 
 “This safety 
training is the foundation 
of the training of any work 
place and it’s an honor for 
me to come out and do 
this. It’s imperative that 
these students know that 
there are other options 
other then college, other 
trades,” said Mr. Bennett. 
   Bennett has been 
teaching the training 
course for fi ve years. 
 “I thought that 
it was really good. He 
[Bennett] didn’t just teach 
us, he really made us 

understand,” said senior 
Nikki Fennimore. 
 Jerry Bennett had 
worked in many different 
areas, as a fi eld service 

oiler, mechanic, portable 
plant electrician and 
before that, Bennett was a 
Marine. 

Firefi ghting practice at the OSHA training.
Photo by Sherri Kessner
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By DYLAN KORTA
Staff writer

On March 7th, 
the 2010 Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race began in 
Willow, Alaska. 

As dog teams and 
their mushers raced their 
way to Nome, offi cials and 
community members in 
27 checkpoints prepared 
for a sudden storm of 
activity. In Galena, the 
checkpoint was held at the 
local Community Hall. 

In the days before 
the race, organizers 
recruited volunteers 
to help out with the 
checkpoint, hashing out 
details about schedules, 
dog parking, and cleaning 
crews. Dog teams were 
parked on a hard-packed 
area of Alexander Lake, 
which neighbors the 
Community Hall. Also,  
a section of the building 
was walled off, providing 
a place for mushers to 
catch a few winks of sleep 
before getting back on the 
trail.

Finding a place 
for the competitors to 
climb the bank of the 
Yukon proved diffi cult 
for those in charge of the 
checkpoint. In the end, it 
was decided that mushers 
would come off the river 
at a small boat landing 
near Sweetsir’s Store, 
and then follow Campion 
Road to the Community 
Hall. Campion Road, the 

busiest in Galena, seemed 
a dangerous place for a 
dog team. However, the 
road follows the river 
bank from one end of town 
to the other, so crossing 
it was unavoidable. 
A special snow berm, 
courtesy of the city of 
Galena, was plowed to 
narrow the road, slowing 
traffi c and providing a 
barrier between vehicles 
and dog teams. 

Inside the 
Community Hall, the 
Iditarod Trail Committee 
Communications offi cials 
set up a small, offi ce-
like space, where they 
set up their laptops, 
printer, and internet 
connection, allowing 
them to communicate 
with ITC headquarters 
in Anchorage and other 
checkpoints along the race 
trail. Located in the center 
of Galena, the Community 
Hall was an ideal location, 
allowing community 
members to easily see the 
famous mushers and their 
athletic companions. 

Volunteers from 
the community were 
a huge asset to the 
checkpoint, disposing of 
used hay, delivering drop 
bags to mushers, and 
donating food for mushers 
and offi cials to eat.

Four-time Iditarod 
winner Jeff King was the 
fi rst to arrive at the 15th 

Iditarod roars through Galena

Iditarod race offi cial Jon Korta (and father of the writer) meets Jeff King 
as the musher comes into the Galena checkpoint.
                                                                                          Photo by Mr. A

This year’s Iditarod race winner, Lance Mackey, as he came through 
Galena.                                                                              Photo by Mr. A

One of the most exciting Iditarod mushers this year was Michael Wil-
liams Jr., a graduate of the Galena Interior Learning Academy. The 
GILA grad from Akiak came in 26th place. His father has been in many 
Iditarod races, where he raced in support of sobriety.                                                                               
                Photo by Mr. A
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By KRISTEN KRUGER, 
Staff writer, and
RAVEN MUSTAFOSKI, 
Editor

 A training 
discussing ways to 
improve our local 
landfi ll was held at the 
Galena Interior Learning 
Academy campus on 
April 6-8. 
 Karen Kroon, 
training manager for 
the Alaska Forum and 
Ted Jacobson, a year 
round landfi ll operator, 
assisted 14 other people 
from Galena, Minto, 
Shaktoolik, Hughes, Ft. 
Yukon, Nenana, and 
Kiana.
 Galena was picked 
to host the training because 
it was a new place and the 
Iditarod building on the 
GILA campus was equip 
with a laptop projector and 
had a spacious conference 
room. 
 Both of these 
leaders are apart of the 
Solid Waste Association of 
North America (SWANA), 
which is where members 
gather together  to discuss 
landfi ll issues with higher 
up. 
 “The goal of the 
training is to provide 
training for rural Alaska 
landfi ll operators in the 
areas of health and safety,” 
said Ms. Kroon. 
 “The point of this 
training was to best manage 
the landfi ll, basically, the 

best way to protect human 
environmental health,” 
said Mr. Jacobson. 
 Ted Jacobson 
provides technical 
assistance on solid waste 
management issues 
statewide. Another aspect 
to what he does is he is 
involved in local and 
tribal government. 
 To cover 
everything in detail, the 
training is three days. 
The representatives from 
different rural villages 
work closely with 
administrators of the tribe, 
city offi cials, and the 
community members.
 A plan to better 
help our local landfi ll was 
to put signage around 
the landfi ll. This means, 
to have different signs 
posted around the landfi ll 
so when people go dump 
their waste, they are 
making sure the trash is 
separated. The advantage 
to having signage is it 
decreases the chances of 
a harmful substance being 
burned which would affect 
the community. 
 “I would like to 
see a recycle center on 
the GILA campus. A lot 
of students drink pop, and 
a lot of aluminum could 
be recycled and not just 
thrown away,” said Ms. 
Kroon. 
 According to 
a Tribal Solid Waste 
Liaisons brochure, a 
way to do your part is 

to help with recycling, 
reusing, and removing 
any unsightly trash from 
your streets, roads, and 
walkways. 
 “My biggest hope 
is to train the community 
how to use what they 
have to better help their 
environment,” said Mr. 
Jacobson.
 The hopes for 
bettering landfi lls across 

the state, is to have them 
[landfi lls] a couple miles 
out of town and to use 
vectors, which include, 
bears, birds, and even 
humans to track diseases 
out of rotting landfi lls. 
 “Galena center 
has been so hospitable to 
us. The kitchen staff has 
been gracious. Thanks to 
GILA,” said Ms. Kroon.  

Landfi ll training at GILA

By DYLAN KORTA
Staff writer

The Galena City 
School District will be 
experiencing several 
changes to its faculty for 
the 2010-2011 school 
year. 

Several teachers 
will be leaving the school 
at the end of the year. 
Francis LaBounty, the 
guidance counselor on 
the GILA campus, will be 
moving to Montana after 
residing in Galena for two 
years. Mr. LaBounty is 
well-liked by the students, 
and it is not uncommon to 
fi nd a chattering group of 

them visiting in his offi ce 
during the lunch break.

Amanda Bevard, 
the math and technology 
teacher, will be returning 
to her home in New 
Hampshire after a teaching 
in Galena for two years. 
Ms. Bevard taught pre-
algebra, math essentials, 
beginning computers, and 
driver’s education. 

The health and 
science teaching position 
will also be vacated by 
Shawn Gray. Mr. Gray has 
taught in Galena for one 
year, and will be moving 
to Montana after the end 
of this semester. 

Staff changes expected 
for the new school year

Congratulations to the 
class of 2010!
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Tired? Bored? Must be a senior
By RAVEN 
MUSTAFOSKI
Editor 

Don’t feel like 
going to school? Want 
to just be done? Feeling 
unusually overwhelmed? 
It must mean senioritis. 
 Senioritis, a 
commonly used term in 
the United States, refers 
to the lack of motivation 
experienced by those 
who are nearing the 
end of their high school 
career. One who is facing 
senioritis may show 
decreased motivation, 
a drop in academic 
performance, and severe 
procrastination. 
 It can be assumed 
Kaleb Sanford, a senior at 
GILA, knows the ropes of 
senioritis.
 “I have had 
senioritis since freshmen 
year,” said Kaleb.
 His lack of 
motivation throughout this 
year has come back to bite 
him. He has been truant, 
received an automatic “F” 
in art and culture because 
of attendance failure, and 
said he has a very hard 
time concentrating in his 
classes. 
 “After high school 
I am probably going to 
work. I am not college 
material,” said Kaleb.
 Another senior 
who has been hit with 
senioritis is Ernie Peters. 
Ernie wants to try out 

apprenticeship programs 
and just live life.
 “College is too 
expensive and too much 
paperwork,” said Ernie. 
 His last few 
months have been laid 
back. He does however 
wish he had done better in 
school.
 “It [high school] 
went by pretty fast. It 
could have been better 
if I actually tried harder 

in school and was more 
serious,” said Ernie. 
 “The best cure for 
some cases of senioritis is 
a strong dose of reality,” 
said Time Magazine in 
their May 8, 2006 online 
addition. 
 Matt Billings, 
a senior at Sidney C. 
Huntington high school 
has faced the reality.
 “Senior year is 
going good. I am not 

Senior GILA student Kaleb Sanford (head on desk) poses for Hawk Highlights during a recent class while far 
more studious sophomore Emma Simple gets to work. Of course, Kaleb is just joking around for this article, but 
it’s not uncommon for students during their senior year to feel that special lack of motivation called “senioritis.”          

Photo by Sherri Kessner 

stressed at all,” said Matt.
 Throughout his 
high school career, Matt 
has been determined and 
has been on top of his 
school work to maintain 
basketball eligibility. He 
was excited about going 
to state this year as his last 
year.
 “I was super 
stoked. I still want to cry,” 
said Matt.    

Thank you for reading the  
Hawk Highlights, the student newspaper 

for Galena schools. 
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By KRISTEN KRUGER
Staff writer

 The GILA Hall 
Council sponsored the 
semi-formal Snowball 
dance with the theme 
“Starstruck” on March 19 
at the community hall. The 
lights were a surprise to 
the people who attended; 
the plastic shiny paper 
covered fl oor refl ected 
the lights and looked 
amazing. Many enjoyed 
the weekend night which 
featured a variety of 
music, appetizers, a photo 
booth, and, not to forget, 
crowning of the Snowball 
royalty. 
 The music was 
played from DJs James 
Williams, a hall council 
member, and Dave Pavish. 
They used a laptop that 
had a wide variety of 
music which had almost 
any song available for 
students to dance and 
hang out to. 

“I think they did a 
good job, the songs were 
much better,” said Megan 
Blasco. 
 The food was set 
up at the back table in 
bowls that were set out 
for appetizers, and on 
a separate table, there 
was a juice fountain. 
“People seemed to enjoy 
the fountain it certainly 

quenched peoples thirst 
from all that dancing,” 
said Katrina Kruger, a 
senior.

That wasn’t the 
only thing people seemed 
to like. The dance was lit 
by multi-colored lights that 
the hall council used for 
the fi rst time and seemed 
to be the hit of the night 
that might have topped 
all the school dances. The 
fl oor was refl ecting from 
the disco colored lighting 
that seemed to fi t in with 
the shining stars scattered 
around the dance room. 

“The lighting 
had perfect effects,” said 
Thomas Bernhardt, a 
senior. 

Nathan Kafka, 
hall council advisor and 
GILA dorm staff member, 
had been the organizer of 
“Starstruck.”  

“I wish we could 
have had the date set 
earlier than March 19th, 
but basketball was going 
on and we wanted to 
make sure everyone got a 
chance to attend,” said Mr. 
Kafka. The hall council 
raised money by selling 
concessions that went 
towards the decorations. 
Decorations, lighting, 
food, music, were all 
provided by hall council. 

 “The hall council 
started planning the event 

Snowball !

Snowball royalty
Amber Harris and John Kavairlook (left)

Wayne Holmberg and Kristen Kruger (right)
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in late January, and it 
turned out way better than 
planned,” Mr. Kafka said.

Students also 
thought it turned out well. 
“It took us one and a half 
days to set it all up, the 
money was worth it, it was 
an awesome turn out,” 

said Dayton Christiansen 
a student hall council 
member. They bought 
enough lighting to fi ll 
the whole gym for future 
lighting at dances. 

“Prom is going to 
have a lot to live up to,” 
said Ms. Blasco. 

These beautiful photos show off the new light system purchased by the 
hall council.                                               Photos by Adrienne Johnson
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Focus on vocational classes

By RAVEN 
MUSTAFOSKI
Editor 

Things are really 
heating up in the culinary 
arts program.
 Chef Rand 
Rosecrans has been the 
culinary arts program 
teacher for the past 11 
years and has more than 
26 years of cooking 
experience. It can be 
assumed Chef Rand takes 
pride in his students.
 The program 
continues to grow as the 
population of students 
grows. The Two Seasons 
Dining Hall has been 
used for the culinary arts 
program for the past four 
years.
 “I think as we 
grow, we need to expand 
and diversify our program. 
We need to offer more 
selections and continue to 
be in touch with the needs 
and nutritional needs to 
the people we serve,” said 
Chef Rand. 
 The students 
participating in the 
program are becoming 
well prepared by earning 
the Food Safety Manager 
Certifi cation. 
 “One of our major 
goals is to do everything 
we can to provide fresh 
fruits and vegetables and 
try to help students with 

Culinary classes are cooking!

nutritional choices which 
will have a long term 
impact on each student,” 
said Chef Rand. 
 Damen East, 
a GILA senior, loves 
working in the kitchen. 
“I wanted to learn the 
best ways to use utensils 
and the secrets of making 
cooking easier,” said 
Damen.
 He wants to follow 
in his fathers footsteps as a 
chef. He wants to open up a 
Bed & Breakfast someday 
that is also a fl ight and tour 
place. This means Damen 
will cook and house his 
guests, but also fl y them 

to different places they 
wish to go around the 
state. “Culinary arts is a 
wonderful program and 
you learn a lot from it,” 
said Damen.
 Another student 
who really enjoys the 
culinary arts program 
is Dale Deleon, GILA 
freshmen.
 He wants to come 
out with the skills that he 
has learned in culinary 
arts to operate his own 
business and be the best 
he can be. “I love the 
grill,” said Dale.
 Dale has a passion 
for cooking. During any 

down time he has at his 
home, Dale said he is 
cooking. He likes to help 
prepare meals and such 
for his friends and family. 
“I basically just love to 
cook,” said Dale.
 After high school, 
Dale said the skills he has 
learned will better help 
him become a chef. He is 
thinking that straight out of 
high school he will begin 
working through other 
culinary arts programs.
 “I want to be able 
to cook for a whole bunch 
of people by myself,” said 
Dale. 

Freshman student Kathy Ordonez is one of many students who work at the dining hall at the GILA campus. 
Photo by Sherri Kessner
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Focus on vocational classes

By DYLAN KORTA
Staff Writer

Woodshop classes 
are one of the longest-
running vocational 
programs at the Galena 
City School District. They 
are a great way to improve 
your woodworking ability 
while enjoying time with 
classmates. 

There are several 
shop classes for students 
to choose from. Carpentry 
focuses on honing skills 
you might need in the 
construction industry. 
A standard project for 
that class would be an 
8-by-12 foot shed, which 
would be collaboratively 
constructed by students 
with assistance from 
David Wightman, the 
shop teacher. After the 
sheds are completed they 

are sold locally by the 
school district. 

The other 
primary shop class 
is woodworking. In 
woodworking, students 
apply their concentration 
to more artful skills, 
carefully crafting band-
saw boxes, end tables, and 
lamps. They can also try 
their ability with the scroll 
saw, accurately carving 
slabs of wood into signs, 
puzzles, and ornaments. 

Several students 
have gone on to use 
their skills in the fi eld, 
including Bubba Aloysius, 
who works for BP on the 
North Slope of Alaska. 
The ability to skillfully 
handle wood is a valuable 
talent, and the woodshop 
program is an important 
asset to the school and to 
the community. 

Woodworking builds skills

Richard Sommer, a junior, works on a shed being built by the woodwork-
ing class.                                                          Photo by Sherri Kessner

Senior Shadow Fair prepares some woodworking equipment.
                                                                         Photo by Sherri Kessner

Auto classes great 
hands-on effort
By KELSEY HENSLEY
Staff Writer 

 Automotive is 
a vocational class for 
anyone who likes to work 
with mechanical things.

This year there 
will be two seniors 
certifi ed to be mechanics - 
Matt Goodwin and Haley 

Brown. Matt has been 
in automotive for three 
years, and Haley has also 
been in this vocational 
class for three years. 

Mr. Steve Hoffi ne 
has been the automotive 
teacher for three years 
now. 

Continued on page 13
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By KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff Writer
 

Cosmetology - 
“Cosmo” - is offered to 
students as one of many 
benefi cial vocational 
classes offered at GILA. 
Classes are held on 
school days Monday 
through Friday at the 
cosmetology building 
located past the back 
gate; cosmo is open on 
Saturdays for clients 
and students study and 
practice from 12 p.m. to 
5 p.m.
  Cosmo is taught 
by the professionally 
licensed instructor Jenna 
Lee.  
 “Jenna is very 
patient with her students 
and very devoted to her 
student’s goals, you get 
well trained, she also is 
very supportive and the 
class is free,” said Raven 
Mustafoski, a senior 
student.  

The basic skills 
cosmo offers is nail care, 
hair styles, manicure and 
pedicure training. 
Students can get their 
license to work for a 
salon anywhere they 
want. Starting as a 
freshman, students can 
start earning their hours 
in order to be a licensed 
cosmetologist. If they 
started late and found 

Focus on vocational classes

Cosmo classes are hair-raising

out they wanted to 
pursue their career in the 
cosmetology fi eld, they 
can take the secondary 
program after graduating 
as an adult student.
  “It’s very 
open, helps people to 
decide about a career 
path, you learn more 
science wise about the 
hair, and it improves 
people’s appearances. It 
is a very fun class and 
very addictive and is a 
great choice if you are 
interested in styling hair,” 
said Katrina Kruger, a 
senior.

Photos from the cosmo classes. 
Top: Heads of hair gather on the 

shelves, waiting for students to 
practice. Above: Ahnya Goodwin 
and one of her practice models. 

Top left: Cosmo instructor Jenna 
Lee and Megan Blasco. Left: 

Freshman student Kayla Stepetin 
learns the basics of her craft.

Photos by Kelsey Hensley 
and Sherri Kessner 
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“Matt and Haley 
are doing really well,” 
said Mr. Hoffi ne.
 Mr. Hoffi ne enjoys 
“teaching students how to 
work on cars,” he said.
 Mr. Hoffi ne has 
three classes one day and 
four classes the other 
day. The basic skills 
automotive teaches are 
basic hand tool use, 
names of the tools, and 
engine disassembly and 
reassembly. 
 Matt, a senior 
from Kotzebue, said he 
really enjoys being part of 
the automotive program. 
 “Everyday there is 
something new,” he said.
 The automotive 
building is located next to 
the composite building on 
the GILA campus. 
 The garage is large 
enough to fi t the school 
bus and several other 
vehicles. 
 Students can also 
use a class room located 
next to the garage. 
 Inside the garage, 
there are several broken 
down engines for students 
to train on as well as banks 
of equipment and tools. 
 The sign outside 
the building was given 
by the General Motors 
Corp. when they and 
Toshiba helped fund 

Focus on vocational classes

Cont: Automotive courses
From page 11

the automotive program 
several years ago. 
 Some students 
enjoy the hands on, real 
world classes provided in 
the automotive program. 
 “I like to get my 
hands dirty,” said Haley a 
senior from Fairbanks. 
 Haley likes 
smaller classes because 
there is more work to be 
done. 
 Her favorite 
task to do right now is 
“installing the engine in a 
van,” Haley said. “It will 
be a very handy skill later 
on in life.” 

Budding vehicle technicians Matt Goodwin (left) and Haley Brown get some hands-on mechanical experience 
under the watchful eye of automotive teacher Steve Hoffi ne. The seniors said that they really enjoyed the 
classes.                                                                                                                         Photo by Sherri Kessner

checkpoint of the 1,049 
mile race, with defending 
3-time champion Lance 
Mackey less than 10 miles 
behind. Both rested in 
Galena for several hours; 
Galena is a substantial 
checkpoint, providing 
hot water, electricity, and 
plenty of space. 

During the second 
half of the race, King’s 
team slipped down into 
second behind Mackey, 
and then third, as Hans 
Gatt, the 2010 Yukon 
Quest champion, also 

From page 5
Iditarod comes to town

pulled ahead of him. On 
the afternoon of March 
16, Lance Mackey 
arrived in Nome, winning 
his fourth consecutive 
Iditarod and joining only 
fi ve competitors to win 
four or more races: Rick 
Swenson, Susan Butcher, 
Doug Swingley, Martin 
Buser, and Jeff King. 
As the leaders arrived 
in Nome, veterinarians, 
volunteers, and offi cials 
in Galena cleaned up after 
the 60 plus teams and 
closed the checkpoint for 
another 2 years. 
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Focus on vocational classes

Aviation program flying high
By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

Aviation 
Technology is one of 
the many vocational 
education classes 
offered to students of 
Galena Interior Learning 
Academy.  

Under the 
instruction of Certifi ed 
Flight Instructor Noel 
Frisbie, students learn 
the fundamentals of 
fl ight, performance 
and navigation, fl ight 
operations, aviation 
weather and aeronautical 
decision making. 

The program is 
designed for teens to 
enter in their sophomore 
year, and earn their 
Private Pilot’s License 
by the end of their senior 
year. 

In the past, 
aviation students took two 
years of ground school 
then spent their third 
year in fl ight training. 
However, Mr. Frisbie is 
in the process of making 
the second year more of 
a transition from ground 
to air. 

Students will take 
practice tests and review 
material from the year 
before, but also fl y more, 
both in the simulators and 
actual airplanes. 

Mr. Frisbie 

also hopes to increase 
enrollment and expand to 
a year-round program in 
order to train adults in the 
summer, and teens during 
the school year. 

He says that, in 
addition to their Private 
Pilot’s License, these 
adult students can get 
their instrument and 
commercial ratings as 
well.  

Mr. Frisbie is 
very enthusiastic about 
his job, and hopes that 
more students will 
take advantage of this 

opportunity. 
“The big thing 

is that they can get their 
pilot’s license for free…

and that’s something 
only offered in Galena. 
It’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity!” he said.

Above: The aviation technology 
teacher Noel Frisbie during the 

CAP fl y-in last month. Right: 
Planes gathered on the tarmac 

during the fl y-in.

Photos by Mr. A

Thanks for reading 
Hawk Highlights

14



aircraft were displayed 
on the tarmac in front of 
the aviation technology 
hangar at the Edgar G. 
Pitka Airport. The hanger 
was fi lled with almost 100 
visitors and supporters 
of the Yukon Composite 
Squadron CAP cadets and 
adult volunteers. 
            Supt. Jim Smith 
of the Galena City 
School District formally 
welcomed the partnership 
between the CAP and 
the district’s aviation 
program. Galena schools 
offer high school students 
the opportunity to earn a 
private pilots’ license as 
well as offering ground 
school.            
            Cadet Victoria 
Betterton and Cadet 
Michael Ford received 
recognition as Galena’s 
fi rst two CAP cadets in 
the fl ight training portion 
of the aviation program. 
Cadet Betterton opened 
the ceremony performing 
the national anthem 
solo on clarinet; Cadets 
Michael Ford, Tisha Van 
Diest, and Kaylin Kopp 
sang the last verse of 
the national anthem a 
Capella. 
            The highlight of 
the fl y-in was the arrival 
of the1967 DeHavilland 

Cont: Fly-in brings people in 
from all over state of Alaska

From the front page

DHC-2 Beaver 
carrying two pilots and 
3 cadets from the high 
school at Eielson Air 
Force base near Fairbanks. 
The cadets were under the 
command of Lt. Col Matt 
Rytting. 
            The Fly-In also 
featured a presentation 
from Ed Plumb, the 
National Weather Service 
hydrologist.  Plumb 
was in Galena to recruit 
aviators to report ice 
occurrences, such as 
fl ooding and ice jams and 
assist the weather service 
in providing accurate 
forecast, fl ood warnings 
and river navigation 
formation.  
            There are 10 CAP 
cadets in the Galena 
squadron. All were on 
hand to give tours of the 
planes, escort guests, 
provide information about 
the aviation program, and 
serve food. 

            The Galena 
aviation program now 
has three planes, a Cessna 
150, a Cessna 172 (that 
the Galena City School 
District owns) and now 
the CAP’s Cessna 172 
Skyhawk S.  The  CAP’s 
172 will now be used 
primarily by the Civil 
Air Patrol cadets for their 
training. 
             The Galena 
Schools have had an 
aviation program since 
1998. The Galena CAP 
program started last 
year. Recruiting cadets 
began this winter under 
the leadership of Lt. Col. 
Noel Frisbie, the aviation 
fl ight teacher and also a 
Certifi ed Flight Instructor. 
            Many administrators 
working at the Galena 
school district are also 
pilots.  Former Galena 
Interior Learning 
Academy principal Harry 
White, who was a strong 

promoter for the aviation 
program during his tenure 
at the school, fl ew in for 
the ceremony. 
            Lt. Col. Frisbie 
praised the efforts 
of Galena assistant 
principal Jon Buchanan 
and GCSD employee, 
Scott Betterton, Yukon 
Squadron’s Commander, 
for successfully fi nding 
a downed plane on the 
Seward Peninsula, outside 
of Elim, on June 11, 
2009.   Lt. Col.  Palmer 
assisted in presenting 
Buchanan’ father, Buck, 
and Betterton  a “Find” 
Award, military medal, 
ribbon,  and a ball cap 
with the “Find” date on 
it. Jon Buchanan was 
not able to attend the 
ceremony because he was 
attending family business 
out of town.

Cadets and staff gather for a group photo at the fl y-in.                                                                 Photo by Mr. A
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Riff@n*hook festival

By JULIA COX
Music writer

 The RIFF@N*HOOK Premiere Concert was 
the most stunning collection of musical talent and 
diversity I’ve ever seen.
 RIFF@N*HOOK was a 10-day festival that 
began March 25 and ended April 3. 

The Premiere Concert performance was one 
of the many events featured in the music festival. 
This concert was fi lled with performances from the 
professional musician’s that were teaching the different 
music classes and took place on March 29. 
 The concert started out with The Jazz Trio 
featuring Karrie Pavish Anderson on vocals and 
piano, Ted Roach on the guitar, and Ryan Stadt on the 
trombone. The music rang through the auditorium with 
the perfect collection of instruments and the beautiful 
voice of Karrie Pavish Anderson. It could have almost 
brought you back to the 1920’s if you weren’t so content 
relaxing in the red cushy chair, staring at the brilliantly 
lit good-looking trio, and absorbing the perfection of 
the music.
 The next performer was certainly one you 
wouldn’t want to miss. It was Dr. Jaunelle Celaire 
singing with her powerful, fl awless voice. Dr. Celaire 
is a professor at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and 
directs the choir and performs musical theater. 

The notes she hit were so beautiful it made the 
stars dance. She had undeniable talent and it was an 
honor to have her in our village.
 It would have been a shame to miss Ted Roach 
showing off his insanely creative and dynamic guitar 
shredding ability’s; Aziza Syed playing the most 
beautiful piano pieces who also worked her butt off 
being an accompanist; Patti Crowe singing with the 
kind of emotion that sinks right into the very depths 
of your soul; Ryan Stadt who seems as if he was born 
just to play trombone; Danya Olsen who never fails to 

Music review

Premiere concert is ‘stunning’

impress this town with her violin playing with nothing 
less than perfection; Karrie Pavish Anderson’s original 
song that gives everybody hope no matter what they’re 
going through and singing it with the purest, most 
lovely voice in the world; and Kathryn Hendrickson 
who blew everyone away with her amazing fl ute skills.
 All of these wonderful musicians did an 
astonishing job proving that they were perfectly fi t to 
teach the students and children of Galena what they 
know about music.

Dorm staffer and jazz trombonist Ryan Stadt was fabulous. 
Photo by Mr. A
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Riff@n*hook festival

Above: Guest performer and 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

music teacher Dr. Jaunelle 
Celaire thrilled the crowds with 

her vocal renditions of opera and 
musical theater. Right: Ted Roach 
performs on the guitar during the 

premiere performance. 

Photos by Mr. A

By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

The community 
of Galena was introduced 
to the musical talents of 
GILA student Michael 
Ford during the fi nale 
performance of the 
Riff@n*Hook music 
festival. 

Michael, a 
16-year-old sophomore 
from Haines, sang both 
opera and musical theater, 
performed on the piano and 
accompanied elementary 
and high school students 
alike in a variety of 
musical productions. He 
also performed with the 
advanced vocal ensemble, 
participated in the teen 
percussion ensemble and 
sang his own arrangement 
of America the Beautiful.  
Michael appeared on 
stage a total of 13 times 
throughout the two-and-a-
half  hour concert.

When asked what 
advice he would give 

Student 
performer
wows the 
crowd

Continued on page 19
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Riff@n*hook festival

By SHERRI KESSNER
Editor

 Galena’s Fourth 
Annual RIFF@N*HOOK 
Music Festival was at 
Galena Interior Learning 
Academy in early 
April, offering music 
performances to the 
community and music 
instruction to students. 
 The music 
festival is offered to 
middle and high school 
students where then can 
attend classes taught by 
professional musicians. 
The classes offered are: 
beginning, intermediate, 
and metal guitar; bass 
guitar; violin; saxophone; 
fl ute; piano; trombone; 
musical theater; voice 
class; advanced vocal 
ensemble;  percussion 
ensemble; a songwriting 
workshop; and a recording 
workshop.
 The music festival 
was organized by Karrie 
Pavish Anderson, the 
Ptarmigan Hall Music and 
Arts Program Director. 
Mrs. Pavish Anderson is 
also in charge of inviting 
guest musicians to Galena 
and is also in charge of 
fundraising. 

 The guest 
musicians for the 2010 
RIFF@N*HOOK Music 
Festival are: Dr. Jaunelle 
Celaire of Fairbanks, 
director of the Musical 
Theater; Aziza Syed of 
Los Angeles, CA, teaching 
piano and accompanying 
in musical theater, voice 
class, and advanced vocal 
ensemble; and Kathryn 
Hendrickson of Fairbanks, 
teaching the fl ute. Other 
musicians included Ted 
Roach teaching all guitar 
classes and the recording 
workshop; Scott Edwards, 
teaching the bass guitar, 
Danya Olson, teaching 
the violin; Diane Larson, 
teaching the saxophone, 
Patti Crow teaching the 

voice class and advanced 
vocal ensemble and 
accompanying in musical 
theater; Ryan Stadt, 
teaching the trombone; 
David Pavish, teaching 
the percussion class; and 
Karrie Pavish Anderson 
teaching the songwriting 
workshop.
 The festival began 
in the GILA commons with 
registrations, followed 
by a short concert in the 
GILA auditorium.
 Galena teens and 
community members 
were encouraged to attend 
the performance featuring 
all staff musicians. This 
also gave teens a chance 
to meet the musicians.
 All through 

the week classes took 
place on the GILA base. 
Additional activities 
were also offered, such 
as music movies in the 
Student Union Building, 
jam sessions in the Music 
Room, and Karaoke at the 
Two Seasons Dining Hall.
 The premiere 
concert featuring festival 
staff musicians occurred 
on March 29. Students and 
community members were 
welcome to attend. The 
musicians played a wide-
ranged variety of music 
including jazz, musical 
theater, and fl amenco.
 E l e m e n t a r y 
classes began on March 
30. Guitar classes were 
taught by Ted Roach, 
assisted by Kaleb Sanford 
(grade 12); Percussion 
classes were taught by 
David Pavish, assisted by 
teen Kyle Kruger (11); 
violin classes were taught 
by Danya Olson, assisted 
by junior Jordan Tindall 
(11); and voice classes 
were taught by Patti Crow, 
assisted by Kaylin Kopp 
(10). 
 T h e 
R I F F @ N * H O O K 

Concerts, classes bring musical 
pleasure for Galena students

Continued on next page

Floutist Kathryn Hendrikson of Fairbanks performed on the fl ute during 
the premiere concert.                                                        Photo by Mr. A
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Riff@n*hook festival

to aspiring musicians, 
Michael responded with, 
“Don’t ever tell yourself 
you can’t until you’ve 
tried.”

“Music is like my 
stress reliever,” he said. 
“It’s my way of releasing 
tension and letting it out. 
Some people use stress 
balls, but I just go play the 
piano!”
Michael has taken nearly 
six years of piano lessons, 
some while he was in 
elementary school and 
the rest covering the 
last three-and-a-half 
years. He has also had 
previous experience with 
saxophone and voice 
lessons, and has picked 
up guitar and drums since 
coming to Galena. 

Since being 
involved with Ptarmigan 
Hall’s music program, 
Michael said that he’s 
been able to come a long 
way in regards to his 
performing abilities. He 
says, “There’s lots of great 
opportunities to progress 
musically…for both high 
school and elementary 
students through [the 
music program’s] 

Music Mentorship and 
Riff@n*Hook classes.” 

But Michael 
didn’t come to Galena 
simply for its excellent 
musical opportunities; he 
is a former IDEA (Interior 
Distance Education of 
Alaska) student who 
visited Galena in October 
2009. 

After completing 
GILA’s 4-week IDEA 
aviation program, Michael 
decided to come back for 
more. He enrolled as a 
full-time GILA student 
and is currently in fl ight 
school and is the Cadet 
Commander of the Civil 
Air Patrol Yukon Cadet 
Squadron. 

“Part of Galena’s 
appeal was that I already 
knew some people from 
[Mr. Frisbie’s online] 
ground school…but 
another part of it had to 
do with the free fl ight 
training! It was cool when 
I heard about it, but it was 
cooler after I’d gotten to 
experience it fi rsthand,” 
said Michael.  
 Michael would 
like to continue on to 
get his Flight Instructor 
Certifi cate or become a 
fi ghter pilot. 

Cont: Sophomore plays 
piano, vocal performer

From page 17

GILA sophomore Michael Ford performs on the piano at the 
Riff@n*hook premiere concert.

Photo by Mr. A 

EXTREME Face-Off was in the GILA auditorium on 
March 31.
 EXTREME Face-Off is a competition where 
teens perform 30 seconds in front of a crowd. The 
competition is single elimination. 
 Two teens perform, afterwards they are judged 
by the crowd. Whoever gets the loudest cheer advances 
to the next level.
 First place was awarded to Kaleb Sanford, 
playing the electric guitar. Second place was awarded 
to sophomore Michael Ford, singing and playing the 
piano. Third place was awarded to both: sophomore 
Emma Simple, singing; and freshman Aaron Cox, 
playing the drums. 
 Other participants were junior Warren Wilson, 
playing the electric guitar; senior Conrad Jones, 
singing; senior Matt Goodwin, playing the bass guitar; 
freshman Gabrielle Strange, playing the drums; and 
junior Kelsey Hensley, singing.
 On Thursday, adjudications were held.  
 This is where students were given constructive 
criticism for their performance by festival staff. 
The focus is to encourage teens in their technique, 
musicality, and performance. 

Cont: Concerts, classes
From the previous page
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Riff@n*hook festival
Music review

By JULIA COX
Music writer

 The 
RIFF@N*HOOK Music 
Festival EXTREME 
Face-Off melted the face 
off every Galena student 
and citizen in the GILA 
auditorium with sheer 
adrenaline and talent on 
March 31.
 EXTREME 
Face-Off is an annual 
RIFF@N*HOOK event 
in which students who 
are musically talented get 
to show off their skills 
for thirty seconds while 
competing against an 
opponent. The audience 
responds to their favorite 
act with extreme cheer 
and applause. Whoever 
gets the loudest cheer and 
applause then advances to 
the next round. 
 Participants this 
year were:

• Aaron Cox on 
the drums.

• Michael Ford on 
with piano, singing, and 
beat boxing.

• Matt Goodwin 
on the bass.

• Kelsey Hensley 
with singing.

• Conrad Jones 

Melt your face off !
with singing.

• Kaleb Sanford 
on guitar.

• Emma Simple 
with singing.

• Gabrielle 
Strange on the drums.

•Warren Wilson 
on guitar.
 Each participant 
showed off their talent as 
best they could and got 
cheers from an equally 
enthusiastic audience. 

The audience 
cheered Aaron Cox to 
third place, then Kaleb 
Sanford and Michael 
Ford to the EXTREME 
Face-Off Finale. Due to 
Kaleb Sanford’s guitar 
shredding skills, the 
audience very loudly 
decided that he would be 
this year’s EXTREME 
Face-Off Champion.
 “When you see 
these stellar youth, take a 
moment to congratulate 
them for bravely stepping 
up and using their gifts,” 
said Karrie Pavish 
Anderson. Top: Former GILA student Isaac Frier gives the crowd the 

choice: Conrad Jones (left) or Emma Simple. Above: Con-
rad Jones performs for the crowd. 

Photos by Mr. A
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Riff@n*hook festival

Above: The Fifties live! GILA 
students at the Riff@n*hook 
festival sing and dance a selection 
from the musical Grease. Left: 
Teachers gather at the end of the 
festival. They are, from left, Ryan 
Stadt, Karrie Pavish Anderson, 
Dr. Jaunelle Celaire, Ted Roach, 
Kathryn Hendrickson, Patti Crow, 
Aziza Syed, and Danya Olsen. 

Top photo by Mr. A
Photo on left by Sherri Kessner
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Riff@n*hook festival

By JULIA COX
Staff writer

 The RIFF@N*-
HOOK Finale Concert 
was something that if one 
missed it, they missed 
the chance to open 
themselves up to pure joy 
and amazement presented 
by the stars of the future.
 The Finale 
Concert which took place 
on April 3 is the most 
anticipated event in the 
RIFF@N*HOOK Music 
Festival, which ran for 
more than one week.  

This concert 
consisted of performances 
from many of the music 
classes offered for both 
elementary and high 
school: the saxophone 
ensemble, percussion 
ensemble, guitar 
ensemble, voice class, 
advanced vocal ensemble, 
and musical theatre. It also 
consisted of performances 
from student pieces 
that they brought upon 
themselves to learn and 
master. Each piece was 
adjudicated and earlier 
that week to give student 
musician’s constructive 
criticism in order to 
improve themselves and 
ensure their best possible 
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Finale concert ‘pure joy and amazement’

performance. These 
performers were: Michael 
Ford, Aaron Cox, Amanda 
Kopp, Kaleb Korta, Julia 
Cox, Kiana Korta, Dallin 
Floyd, Brionna Strange, 
Sarah Brown, and Tisha 
Van Diest. 
 The auditorium 
was overloaded with a 
wide variety of audience 
members from parents 
and children to students, 
teachers, and GILA 
employees, leaving some 
of our audience with no 
choice but to stand. As it 
turned out, the standing 
and the crowdedness was 
well worth it. 

The stage set up 
with its instrument and 
big show lights as well as 
the long list of performers 
refl ected all the hard 
work that was put into the 
festival. The classes, the 
teachers, the dedication, 
and the passion for music 
all came down to this 
night, the night that would 
share what the children 
and students of Galena 
have learned and how 
they’ve grown musically 
in just ten days, the night 
of the Finale Concert.

The Finale Concert 
couldn’t have begun any 
better way than with the 

Alaska Flag Song sung 
by the advanced vocal 
ensemble and conducted 
by Dr. Jaunelle Celaire. 
Alaskan pride rang 
through the auditorium 
with the familiar tune that 
we all know and love. 

Another crowd 
favorite was “Stiletto,” a 
Billie Joel cover done by 
Michael Ford on piano 
and vocals and Aaron Cox 
on drums, two musicians 
that would keep showing 
up throughout the 
performance never failing 
to impress the crowd. 

Members of the Galena choir delighted the audience at the fi nale concert. 
Photo by Mr. A

Continued on back page



“We were making 
use of what we had. It 
would be better if we 
had new instruments,” 
said GILA senior Kaleb 
Sanford, who’s been in 
the program for all four 
of his years here.

GILA’s music and 
arts program director, 
Karrie Pavish Anderson, 
the music program 
students, and a portion of 
the community attended 
the monthly school board 
meeting to support the 
music room with new 
equipment. 

“The program 
impacts, encourages, 
and trains our youth. 
We hope that the school 
administration will agree 
to donate our fi nancial 
request of $10,000,” said 
Mrs. Pavish Anderson.
 “They fundraise 
for the program and put 
the money to good use, 
but that is not enough for 
it to run next year.” 

The Galena 
School Board made 
no decision following 
the testimony and 
plans to bring it up 
next meeting to the 
school administration. 
“According to school 
board policies the request 
has to be reviewed by the 
administration,” said the 

Cont: Music supporters petition 
board for more education support

school board staff.
One hundred 

students have attended 
some sort of musical 
program this year with 
Mrs. Pavish Anderson 
and there have been a lot 
of activities this year with 
the musical program. 

“I care about the 
music program and I am 
very dedicated to it,” said 
Kyle Kruger, a junior.

“The program 
has been a huge change 
in student’s career paths 
and getting children out 
of comfort zones,” said 
Kaylin Kopp, freshmen. 
“The music program has 
radically changed my life; 
it has given me a lot of 
confi dence not to worry 
about messing up, and to 

laugh at my mistakes.”
“The past 

year it has taken 
heights of variety and 
professionalism” said 
Mrs. Pavish Anderson.

The students 
whose goals are to 
become musicians or 
just enjoy a hobby 
attended along with 
community members 
who are involved with the 
program. 

 “We’ll take 
everything under 
consideration; my guess 
is that it will be a friendly 
response,” said Supt. Jim 
Smith. 
 Supt. Smith said 
the board will come 
back at its next monthly 
meeting talk more about 

the musical program. The 
board will make time for 
the presentations from 
school administration so 
the board can talk about 
the program. 

“It just touches 
my heart that you have 
a staff that cares about 
the physical, and mental 
needs that the kids 
struggle with and they are 
very fortunate to have the 
talent and the help they 
get from the program,” 
said Joyce Frisbee, a 
special education teacher 
and a community member 
who attends 

Open Mic Night, 
one of the many activities 
publically open that is 
held every month or so.

Students make their presentation before the Galena school board asking for more support for the music pro-
gram.                                                                                                                                     Photo by Patti Crow
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The fi nal song of the fi rst 
half defi nitely kept the 
audience wanting more 
and made the intermission 
that would follow almost 
a disappointment. The 
song was “Wash That 
Man Right Out of my 
Hair” from the musical 
South Pacifi c, sang and 
choreographed by Kaylin 
Kopp, Amanda Kopp, 
and Brionna Strange.

The second 
half consisted of 
performances that brought 
on the goose bumps.

Sarah Brown’s 
beautiful voice presented 

“Listen to Your Heart,” 
while Julia Cox sang 
“Breakaway,” and the 
Galena student performing 
group ¾ Silk featured Kyle 
Kruger, Brionna Strange, 
Tisha Van Deist, and 
Kaylin Kopp performing 
“Scarborough Faire.” 
Other performances 
made you smile until 
you thought your cheeks 
were going to fall off. 

Students in the 
musical theatre class 
presented the title song 
from Oklahoma!, and 
“Coin Operated Boy” 
featuring Brionna Strange, 
Aaron Cox, and Michael 
Ford, but that wasn’t all. 

If you happened to 
leave the show early, you 
made the biggest mistake 
of your life, because 
the last performance 
was unforgettable. 

It was a 
performance of “We 
Go Together” from 
the musical Grease
done by the musical 
theatre class, conducted 
and choreographed 
by Dr. Celaire. 

With bright 
colorful  lights, shimmer-
ing coordinated costumes, 
clever choreography, 
and brilliant vocals 
you would have never 
guessed they only had 

one week to practice. 
The ending was 

certainly a happy one 
leaving the audience with 
the contagious energy of 
the musical theatre class.

For those who 
needed some place to 
channel that energy and 
couldn’t bear to go home, 
they were in luck with 
the Post-Concert Encore 
Metal Show featuring 
Kaleb Sanford, Matt 
Goodwin, Isaac Frier 
(a GILA alumni), Ted 
Roach, and Karrie Pavish 
Anderson, and that ended 
Saturday night with a bang 
that could’ve possibly 
been heard across Alaska.
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