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 Mr. Hausmann 
said two engineers will 
present their plans for 
capturing the waste heat 
from the power plant. 
Another meeting with 
the Galena City Council 
is planned for April 13. 
 The greenhouse 
will probably be built 
between the community 
swimming pool and the 
sewage lagoon, he said. 
 The city of Ga-
lena and Tanana Chiefs 
Conference have been 
talking for several years 
about building a green-
house for the community 

which would use waste 
heat from the city power 
plant. 
 T h e  2 8 8 , 0 0 0 
dollar project, if built, 
would be 30-by-100 foot 
structure with a nearby 
fi eld of 2 acres. The pro-
posal calls for hiring two 
people in Galena to oper-
ate the greenhouse.
 The grant is in-
cluding funding for spe-
cifi c equipment related 
to the greenhouse. Be-
fore the greenhouse goes 
into affect, an engineer-
ing assessment of the 
city power plant needs 
to be done. 
 “TCC is  a lso 

planning to hold a com-
munity meeting... where 
we will  discuss the 
greenhouse project and 
get people in Galena ex-
cited about it,” said Mr. 
Coen. 
 According to the 
greenhouse narrative, 
the greenhouse will be 
a wholesale distributor 
for the stores in Galena. 
With high grocery costs, 
the greenhouse would 
provide produce at a 
reduced cost for Galena. 
It can also produce for 
those elders who will 
reside in the Galena As-
sisted Living Facility, 
which was scheduled to 

open November of 2009. 
 Along with the 
local stores and elders 
facility, this greenhouse 
will provide fresh pro-
duce for GILA. 
 Chef Rand has 
agreed to use the source 
of the greenhouse to his 
benefi t and the benefi t of 
the students. On average, 
the Two Seasons Dining 
Hall makes more than 
4,000 meals a week.  
 With the help of 
the greenhouse, Chef 
Rand will not have to re-
sort to canned tomatoes, 
for example, and can 
have healthier meals for 
his students. 

City, gardeners consider new greenhouse
From the front page



By KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff writer

 T h e  w e i g h t 
room is a stress reliever 
where you can go to 
workout, and hangout 
while listening to music. 
 T h e  w e i g h t 
room is located at the 
GILA campus gymna-
sium building. Students 
go usually after dinner 
around 5 to 9 p.m. The 
schedule changes often. 
 People go to 
workout, build lean 
muscles, and to lose or 
maintain weight, and 
while doing all those 
things you  also can lis-
ten to Slayer, Slipknot, 
Metallica, Korn, and 
other types of music to 
keep youself motivated. 
 Ernie Peters, a 
senior, said, “The music 
pumps you up as the 
killer guitar riffs and the 
drum’s rhythm makes 
the adrenaline rush. You 
have one of the best 
work outs.” 
 M o s t  o f  t h e 
times you go to the 
weight room you can 
listen to whatever, but 
certain people like na-
ture music. 
 Jessica Jefferies, 
15, a freshman from 
Pilot Point, started her 
job as an assistant gym 
manager a week into 

this school semester. 
Her job is to help man-
age the gym located in 
the same building, to 
sanitize machines and 
weights, and to make 
sure the proper rules are 
being abided by. 
 Jessica says the 
rules are there “so peo-
ple won’t get hurt.”  
 She likes her 
job at the weight room 
because she can work 
while working out.  
 T h e  w e i g h t 
room is a very popular 
place having about 30 
kids in and out during 
an average day. About 
15 do a full workout. 
 Matt Goodwin, 
a senior, has been here 

Bench press away the stress

Gabe Simple, standing, spots for senior Francis Katongan was they work out at the weight room on 
the GILA campus. 

Photo by Kristen Kruger

all four years of his high 
school. 
 He said, “Every 
one should figure out 
a purpose to work out, 
there are very diverse 
things that you can do, 
and there are many op-
portunities.” 
 He likes the mu-
sic system also saying 
that “it keeps us moti-
vated, being able to feel 
the intensity of the beat 
while listening to the 
beats you can express 
every feeling you have.”
 Mixed with the 
music you also hear the 
background to the mu-
sic room’s drums, you 
hear the fans going, the 
other machines, weights 

clanging, and nothing 
stops you from accom-
plishing what you went 
there for. 
 Trying to set 
goals like running for 
two miles a day is an 
easy hobby that sets 
aside and gives you a 
feel good break from 
things frustrating you.  
 After working 
out in the weight room 
you have that amazing 
feeling of accomplish-
ment. 
 The place you 
can go to hang out, run, 
box, weight lift, and 
have a fun way to enjoy 
your evenings would 
have to be the weight 
room. 
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From previous page  

munity was absolutely 
overwhelming,” Kalke 
said.
 Asked  about 
the team’s star players, 
Kalke said he was most 
impressed by Raymond 
Huntington and Jack 
Green, both juniors, and 
Kyle Nickoli, a fresh-
man. He also said that 
there were several play-
ers who would be great 
assets to the team next 
year.
 “I think Galena 

should be prepared to 
see a lot of Kody Van-
derpool in the next few 
years,” said Kalke about 
the sophomore’s nine 
points during the fi rst 
quarter of the champi-
onship game. 
 Following the 
tournament, there was a 
short awards ceremony. 
The JV Tournament re-
ally showed the support 
that the community has 
for the school, and it 
was an excellent com-
munity event. 

JV tournament brings 
in folks from up and 

down the river
Top: Jack Green drives in for a shot at the basket. Right: Stu-

dents in the stands cheer on the team. The students with signs 
are, from left, Nikki Fennimore, Haley Brown, Jermaine Saddler, 

and Gabe Simple. 

Above: Kathrin Huntington 
takes a shot. Right: The 

Galena boys grab a rebound 
during their game with the 

Wilodcats. 
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By DYLAN KORTA
Staff writer 

 The Galena Val-
entine’s junior varsity 
tournament began amid 
a rush of blue white, 
and gold, screaming 
fans, and players that 
were high on adrena-
line. A total of fi ve vil-
lages participated in the 
tournament, promising 
tough competition and 
jam-packed bleachers. 
 Four visit ing 
teams arrived, along 
with their most ardent 
fans from their home 
villages. The Huslia 
Hustlers, the Tanana 
Wolves, the Kaltag 
Wildcats, and the Minto 
Lakers, all experienced 
teams, helped to make 
the Valentine’s tourna-
ment the biggest home 
tournament of the sea-
son.  
 The tournament 
began with a girl’s game 
between the Huslia 
Hustlers and the Ta-
nana Wolves, with the 
Hustlers beating the 
Wolves 46-35. The last 
games of the evening 
were the most exciting 
for Galena fans, with 
three consecutive Ga-
lena games. 
 The fi rst was a 
bit of a disappointment, 
with the girls losing to 
Huslia 56-25, but the 

second one raised the 
spirits of the home fans, 
with the Galena boys 
defeating the Minto 
Lakers 65-54. 
 However, the 
Minto girls proved to be 
more than a match for 
Galena, defeating the 
girls 48-18.
 S a t u r d a y ’ s 
games began bright and 
early, with the fi rst game 
between the Minto and 
Kaltag boy’s teams be-
ginning at 9:30 in the 
morning. After that, 
there were two more 
games, Minto girls vs. 
Kaltag girls and Huslia 
boys vs. Galena boys. 
 The afternoon 
featured a three-point 
contest and free-throw 
contest. Both contests 
were won by Galena 
students. 
 The three-point 
contest was won by Jack 
Green, a junior from 
Galena. 
 The free-throw 
contest was won by 
Joshua Dewey, a fresh-
man, also from Galena. 
 The  even ing 
games began with a 
close and competi-
tive game between the 
Huslia and Minto girls, 
with Huslia stealing a 
small lead to win the 
game 38-36. After that, 
there were two more 
games, followed by the 

boy’s championship 
game. 
 The boy’s cham-
pionship game was eas-
ily the most exciting. 
 Kaltag and the 
Galena boys faced off in 
an extremely balanced 
game. 
 The score was 
tied at the end of the 
fi rst quarter, and the end 
of the half, and at the 
end of the third quarter. 

JV Hawks win tournament

Top photo: The winning JV team. Left: Winner of the 3-point 
contest, Jack Green. Right: Free-throw contest winners Joshua 
Dewey and Sierra Nickoli. 

However, the Galena 
fans cheered on their 
players at the end, and 
the Galena boys pulled 
ahead, winning 53-48. 
The boys’ coach, Tim 
Kalke, was very im-
pressed by their work.
 “This tourna-
ment was great. The 
amount of support from 
the students and com-

Cont. on next page
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Final standings for the 2010 3A boys 
state championship games 

Haines 76 - Galena 71
Heritage 39 - Galena 29
This eliminated the Hawks from further play
Haines won the championship title 

By ERNIE PETERS
Sports writer

 The last games 
on our court for the sea-
son were pretty intense 
with the boys splitting 
the games but the girls 
winning both games on 
February 19-20 against 
the Hutchinson Hawks. 
 “ E v e r  s i n c e 
the schedule was put 
up for the events hap-
pening this year I was 
never able to wait for 
the Hutch games,” said 
Kelsey Hensley, a junior 
at GILA. “Even though 
it was a long wait it was 
worth it, the games were 
intense.”
 The boy’s games 
had to go with a differ-
ent starting line-up with 
one of the star players, 
Wayne Holmberg, sit-
ting out the fi rst game 
for sickness. He played 
the second but did not 
start because it was se-
nior night with all se-
niors starting the game 
with William Tritt tak-
ing his spot.
 Hutchinson was 
keeping the game close 
all the way up until the 
Hawks started playing 
tough defense and hit-
ting 10 out of their 12 

free throws in the fourth 
quarter with Dudio Bur-
gett hitting all eight of 
his free throws fi nishing 
8 for 10 for the whole 
game.
 Dudio was the 
high scorer with 23 fol-
lowed by Brian Settle 
with 16, Jimmy Walker 
with 14, and John Ka-
vairlook with 13. John 
got 7 in the fi rst quarter. 
 The boys were 
cold the second night. 
It was a tough loss be-
cause it was senior night 
and it was the last home 
games for the season.
 “I felt ready to 
play,” Holmberg said. 
“But I guess I wasn’t 
focused, shot poorly, 
only made one shot and 
made lay-ups only.”
 He said they 
played good defense 
but not good enough. 
He has also added “we 
barely ran . plays... 
[our] offense wasn’t 
that good.”

Hutchinson games ‘intense’
Girls win both, boys split two 
in fi nal regular season games

The Galena girls won both of their 
games against the Hutchinson 

Hawks during the fi nal home games 
of the season. 

Photos by Mr. Apfelbeck
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By JULIA COX
Music writer

 Open Mic Night has been 
included in the music program 
since last year.
 “It’s a casual environ-
ment, so it’s really good for 
people who are just starting to 
perform music, or are nervous to 
perform under a lot of pressure,” 
said Karrie Pavish-Anderson, 
who runs the music program at 
the school. “There are also not 
many live performance oppor-
tunities for student in the dorm, 
so it’s a really good free live 
performance where everyone 
can socialize and drink coffee.  
It’s not just the same open gym 
everyday, it’s something different 
and enjoyable.”
 The most memorable, 
outrageous thing Ms. Pavish-
Anderson said she has seen at 
Open Mic Night was Leo and 
Tim’s stand up comedy act. 
“We’ve never had any stand up 
comedy acts that someone actu-
ally planned out their topics, 
and they were saying things that 
almost crossed the line. They had 
everybody laughing and raising 
there eyebrow like, ‘I can’t be-
lieve they just said that’. There 
were a couple times I had to give 
them the eyebrows to say, ‘Don’t 
go any further’.”

Stand up and speak up
Open mic night 
popular way to 
spend an evening

Students performing during a recent open 
mic night at GILA. 

Photos by Julia Cox

Thank you for reading Hawk High-
lights, the only newspaper written for 
and by Galena high school students. 
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“When I was growing 
up I thought opera and classi-
cal music was very snobby and 
I wanted nothing to do with it.  
When I started studying classical 
music, I learned that it was really 
helping me in singing other styles 
of music.  This is what I want to 
share with the kids in Galena and 
let them know that it is all about 
strengthening the core of their 
own voice through other styles 
of music,” she said.

Dr. Celaire said she was 
tremendously excited to come to 
Galena and share her passion for 
music. Karrie Pavish Anderson, 
GILA’s music and arts program 

UAF vocalist Celaire performing in Galena
From the front page coordinator, was her motivation 

for coming to Galena. 
“[Ms. Pavish-Anderson] 

has such a passion for music and 
I was really curious to see what 
she is doing with the kids in 
Galena.  I have also never been 
to a remote place like this in 
Alaska, and I am really anxious 
to see what Galena is like,” said 
Dr. Celaire. She said she was 
nervous, too. She also said she’s 
excited to get a break from all 
the overwhelming business in 
her life.

Dr. Jaunelle Celaire was 
born in Toronto, Ontario, Can-
ada. She’s had an extremely 
successful career in music. She 
accomplished earning her doctor-

ate in music, teaching at UAF, 
being the conductor of the Uni-
versity Chorus, performing in 
many places around the world, 
and winning many vocal awards. 

She was involved in 
many vocal competitions at the 
regional and state competitions 
of the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing. She’s won 
fi rst place in the junior, senior, 
and advanced women’s category, 
first place in the 40th annual 
Young Artist Competitions in 
Ohio, and an “Excellence in 
Voice Performance” award in the 
Majorie Petit Conrad Art Song 
competition.

Northern Lights creative writing presentations
The Northern Lights creative writing week culminated in presentations of prose and poetry in Febru-
ary. The highlight of the week was a visit by renowed writer Anne Hanely, who worked with students 
with writing exercises and classes, as well as interviewing students about their interactions with 
Galena elder Sidney Huntington. Ms. Hanely shared with students her play and book, both of which 
include Mr. Huntington as a character.   

Left: Galena senior Ayla Lechton reads 
her original writing. Above: Galena resi-
dent Kim Kopp. 
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played and when turned off the contestant will 
have to fi nish the lyrics. There will also be a Toast 
to Mozart to celebrate his birthday.
 RIFF@N*HOOK is one heck of a music 
festival. It will be featuring guest musicians, a 
wide variety of music classes, Extreme Face-Off, 
and LOTS of live music. With all of the activity’s 
and complex events that happen within the music 
program it’s amazing that Ms. Pavish Anderson 
can pull it off so well.
 “I’m really encouraged. We have a lot of 
teams that really want to learn music. It seems like 
there’s not enough time in the day to do everything, 
but this year I’m getting really hardcore on fund-
ing,” she said. 
 The music room is desperate for broken 
gear repairs, more instruments, money to bring 
artists in, a new piano that actually qualifi es and 
sounds good in a concert, and activity money. “This 
year I am constantly fi nding ways to get funding 
and make the program worthy of the musicians 
here.” 
 Even so the musicians here are extremely 
grateful for the music program. “I think that it’s 
a really great opportunity for teenagers to get the 
exposure to music that Ms. Pavish Anderson gives 
them and she does a really great job,” said Kaylin 
Kopp a student from Galena. “I want to say what 
she’s done a great job doing but I can’t really put 
it into words… She’s really brought all the musical 
talent in the dorms out to its fullest.” 
 Another Galena student, Warren Wilson, 
said, “I think the music room needs more instru-
ments, but other than that I love shredding the 
guitar with band mates that I love!”
   With that being said, this is what Ms. Pav-
ish Anderson had to say about directing the music 
program: “I’m really glad I’m doing this job, I 
love seeing the musicians improving and having 
fun. It’s so rewarding and I can’t wait to see how 
the performances turn out this year.”

Music program a hit
From the previous page

Musicians from last year’s RIFF@N*HOOK festival. 
Photos by Mr. Apfelbeck
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RIFF@N*HOOK schedule 
Don’t miss any 
of the upcoming 
RIFF@N*HOOK ac-
tivities and be sure 
to support our music 
program. All of the 
above events will be 
held at the GILA.

Here are the sched-
uled dates:

Thursday, March 25 @ 
7 p.m.: RIFF@N*HOOK 
Kickoff
8th-12th grade teens 
will register for fes-
tival activities and 
meet thE festival staff.  

After registration, we’ll 
have a short Kickoff 
show featuring per-
formances by festival 
staff and students.  
This free concert is 
for Festival regis-
trants & potential 
registrants; it will not 
be advertised to the 
community, though 
participating commu-
nity teens are wel-
come to attend.
 
Monday, March 29 @ 7 
p.m.: Premiere Perfor-
mance
This concert features 

all of the festival staff 
musicians performing 
varying genres of mu-
sic.  Proceeds of this 
concert’s admissions go 
directly to the Music 
Program Fund

Wednesday, March 30 
@ 7 p.m.: EXTREME 
Face-Off
Teens perform for 
30 seconds against 
an opponent, hop-
ing to advance to the 
championships of this 
competition tradi-
tion.  The audience 
cheers and applauds 

to determine which 
competitor advances.  
Past winners include 
Emma Simple, Kaleb 
Sanford, Tyler Martin 
and Nate Fennimore.
 
Saturday, April 3 @ 
7:00 p.m: Student 
Finale Concert
Students who have 
participated in en-
semble classes, ad-
judications, Musical 
Theater and elemen-
tary classes will per-
form.  All proceeds go 
directly to the Music 
Program Fund.

By JULIA COX
Music writer 

 Karrie Pavish 
Anderson, Ptarmigan 
Hall music and arts pro-
gram director, has suc-
cessfully put together 
a plan for our music 
program this year.
 Ms. Anderson 
and Ted Roach kicked 
off this semester’s mu-
sic program with a Mu-
sician’s Union meeting 
and asked the members 
to bring songs they were 
interested in singing 
or playing. The point 
of the meeting was to 
put together numerous 
bands based on songs 
that the members were 

interested in playing. 
 Members were 
put into bands depend-
ing on the music genre 
they were interested in 
and skill levels. 
 “I don’t know 
how many songs we 
have. It’s a million,” 
said Ms. Pavish Ander-
son. “We just rallied 
around with songs and 
that’s what they’re go-
ing to rehearse.” She 
will have rehearsals 
for these songs every-
day and hopes that any 
songs that sound good 
can be performed at 
RIFF@N*HOOK, com-
munity dances, prom, 
and a megaconcert 
planned by the Musi-

cian’s Union at the end 
of the semester. One 
thing Ms. Pavish Ander-
son thinks has improved 
is that there’s more of 
a variety of genres this 
year and not all heavy 
metal.
 The music pro-
gram offers a wide va-
riety of music classes 
scheduled consistently 
every week including 
voice, piano, guitar, 
and drums. Each class 
has experienced teach-
ers such as Ted Roach, 
Ryan Fitka, Karrie Pav-
ish Anderson, and Patti 
Crowe. They also have 
open music room Loud 
and Proud, and open 
music room Acoustic.

 Thanks to all 
the musically talented 
staff we have this year 
the music room is open 
seven days a week.
 Ms. Pavish-An-
derson also hosts an 
open mic and Listen Up 
every month. At open 
mic, students sign up to 
perform anything from 
music to poetry to stand 
up comedy. Listen Up 
is a program where stu-
dent share their favorite 
songs with each other.  
 Other upcoming 
events this semester are 
the Singing Bee, which 
is based on a TV game 
show where a song is 

Resounding music program appreciated

Cont. on next page
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Galena Interior Learning Academy’s Music Program is holding a fundraiser in hopes of ge   ng 
money to buy new musical equipment that is desperately needed.
All of the music programs are FREE to students. Amazing isn’t it? In Anchorage or Fairbanks, 
you might have to pay upwards of $100 a month for your teen to take music classes or a  end 
events. In order to off er theses programs, we rely on grants and contribu  ons from our com-
munity because we don’t receive any state funding for our GRASSROOTS Music Program. That 
is why we are reaching out to YOU! We have and overall goal of $10,000 which will help us to:

 Purchase an 88 key digital piano and benches
 Purchase alto saxophone reeds
 Expand staffi  ng for music and art programming
 Cover guest ar  st fees and a piano tuner’s visit
 Make drum set repairs
 Produce more community concerts
 Par  cipate in out of town programs for students and music staff 
 Do projects with elementary and junior high students in Galena
 Buy cookies for Open Mics and other events 
 Bass amp and cabinet
 Budget for various miscellaneous needs throughout the year
 To expand the diff erent veri  es of instruments for the music room

students who aren’t as 
excited as others. 
 “I haven’t been 
hanging out at GILA , 
because they have so 
many rules and I can 
have more fun hang-

From page 5
All students are scheduled guests at the dorms

ing out with my friends 
from the city school,” 
says Caitlyn Stewart, 
a sophomore who has 
been a resident of Ga-
lena for three years.  
Several students echo 
this thinking, reasoning 
that they can already 

spend time with their 
oldest friends, without 
the inconvenience of 
strict boarding school 
rules.
 O v e r a l l ,  t h e 
students appreciate the 
opportunity to interact 
with their friends and, 

occasionally, family 
who live at the boarding 
school. It is an excel-
lent addition to GILA 
and certainly makes the 
dorm students feel more 
at home. 

Please help the Galena music program

There are diff erent levels of sup-
port, including:

 Super Star: $500
 Producer’s Circle: $356
 Conductor’s Club: $240
 Diva: $120
 Rock Star: $60
 Composer: $35
 Roadie: $25
 Fan Club: $5-24.99

If you are interested suppor  ng the music program 
or have any ques  ons, please contact Pa    Crow at 

pcrow@galenanet.com.
Or you can call Ptarmigan Hall at (907) 656-2112 

and leave a message with your contact informa  on 
for Karrie Pavish-Anderson or Pa    Crow. 
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By KELSEY 
HENSLEY
Staff writer

 Here’s a typical 
week at cosmetology, 
open to close, for Jenna 
Lee, a teacher for in-
troductory classes for 
students who never took 
cosmetology before. 
 “I have an intro 
class first block with 
three students. Second 
block I have a one [cos-
metology] class with 
six students, third block 
is planning period, and 
fourth block I have an 
intro class with six stu-
dents,” Jenna said. 
 “B days - I have 
planning period during 
first hour, then a class 
of twelve students for 
cosmetology, third hour 
I have another cosmo 
class with seven students 
and fourth hour I have a 
cosmo II class with three 
students.” On Saturdays 
for Jenna, from open 
to close, they open at 9 
a.m. and she supervises 
students, student clients, 
and kids practicing their 
skills.
 What’s  your 
favorite part of cosme-
tology? 
 “My favor i te 
part of cosmo is working 
on Saturdays because it’s 
a laid back atmosphere, 
and it’s a lot of fun.” 
 Do you enjoy 

working at cosmetol-
ogy in Galena? Why? 
 “Yes, I like work-
ing in Galena because 
it’s a great community. 
I like working at cosme-
tology because it’s given 
me the opportunity to 
grow and have me learn 
daily while interacting 
with students.”
 If  you could 
change one thing about 
Cosmetology what 
would it be? 
 “ I f  I  c o u l d 
change one thing about 
cosmetology, it’d have to 
be the building because 
it’s too small and we are 
outgrowing it.”

Cosmo is hair-raising experience

Cosmetology instructor Jenna Lee gives residential advisor Me-
gan Blasco peek-a-boos during a visit to the cosmo classroom. 

Photo by Sherri Kessner, editor

Right: Cosmo student Alice 
Madros, a junior, gets ahead in 
her schoolwork. Below: Ahnya 

Goodwin, a junior, learns the 
basics of curling. 

Photo by Sherri 
Kessner, editor
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SSgt. Ives said, but 
“those people that say 
that, they’re misinter-
pret the confi dence with 
cockiness.” 
 SFC Niemuth 
commented that the rea-
son the marines are so 
‘cocky’ is because “they 
have the best market-
ing program. They’ve 
always had the same 
motto.”
 SSgt. Ives said; 
“one of the biggest 
things we focus on is 
the past. They say ‘look 
at what your core has 
done, you need to live 
up to that.” Ives also 
talked about how once 

a marine, your always 
a marine. “It doesn’t 
matter how young, or 
how old you are. You 
are always a marine.”
 SSG Coe of the 
US Army also told of 
the benefi ts of his fi eld. 
You can get up to forty-
thousand dollars for en-
listing, and up to eighty-
thousand dollars for 
school. If you were to 
enlist into ‘active duty,’ 
you are most likely go-
ing to deploy out. SSG 
Coe commented that he 
has been deployed three 
times since he enlisted 
to the army. 
 The US army 
offers something called 
‘split training,’ which is 

offered to high school 
students that are ju-
niors. You would go to 
a boot camp the sum-
mer before your senior 
year and train. Then you 
would go back to school 
your senior year as an 
army soldier. 
 SFC Niemuth 
of the Alaska National 
Guard also talked at the 
presentations. Being in 
the National Guard, you 
are stationed at what-
ever state you choose. 
But if you are active, 
you have to go where 
the higher authorities 
tell you to go. 
 In the National 
Guard you can do what-
ever job you want. The 

National Guard helps 
with natural disasters, 
they assist the com-
munities, and assist the 
state. 
 If you are in the 
guard in Alaska and you 
want to go to school, 
you are ‘fenced.” You 
have to attend the Uni-
versity of Alaska An-
chorage and will not be 
deployed.
 If you are in the 
active first program, 
you can do your active 
time and then go back 
to Alaska. But there are 
not women in combat 
arms in the National 
Guard. 

By DYLAN KORTA
Staff writer

 The staff on the 
GILA campus recently 
decided to allow all stu-
dents to spend time with 
their friends outside 
school hours, opening 
the campus to students 
on Sundays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 Some students 
said they’re excited be-
cause this is the first 
time the campus has 
been opened to all stu-
dents since the opening 

of the boarding school 
in the fall of 1998. 
 During the des-
ignated periods, stu-
dents can enjoy playing 
pool, ping-pong, foos-
ball and guitar hero, 
among other activities, 
including watching 
movies. 
 The gym com-
plex is also open, which 
gives students access to 
an extensive workout 
room and a small gym.
 “It’s awesome to 
be able to shoot around 
with my friends at the 
gym. I can’t play ball 

very often at the SHS 
campus,” says Kyle 
Nickoli, a freshmen 
resident of Galena. The 
gym has other fans, too.
 “One  o f  t he 
best things about it is 
that I can play ball at 
the gym,” says Kathrin 
Huntington, a sopho-
more. 
 Some students 
said they really appre-
ciate opening up the 
GILA campus, espe-
cially students who are 
close friends with GILA 
students. 
 “I think a lot of 

students enjoy it, espe-
cially those who have 
friends, who live at the 
dorms,” says Parker 
Pitka, a freshman. 
 Some students 
have a girlfriends or 
boyfriends at the dorms, 
and it is very hard for 
those students because 
they do not get to see 
each other very often 
outside of classes.
 Open ing  the 
campus is a welcoming 
sign to students. How-
ever, there are some 

Campus is open to all students

Cont. on page 7

Military invades GILA campus, takes students
From previous page
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By SHERRI 
KESSNER
Editor

 This year sev-
enty-three juniors and 
seniors from the Galena 
high schools took the 
ASVAB test on Febru-
ary 3. 
 The Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Apti-
tude Battery (ASVAB) 
test is offered to stu-
dents across the United 
States. This test (origi-
nally) determined if you 
are qualifi ed to enlist in 
the US armed forces. 
 “[The ASVAB] 
is not entirely geared 
toward military, but also 
an excellent interest 
inventory which shows 
strengths and weak-
nesses,” said Francis 
LaBounty, the guidance 
counselor at GILA. “Al-
though not technically 
mandatory, Miss Riedel 
[and myself] thought 
that all juniors and se-
niors would benefit 
from taking the test.” 
 Three recruiters 
from different branches 
of the military came to 
Galena to encourage 
students to enlist and 
take the ASVAB. The 
recruiters were Staff 
Sergeant (SSgt) Barry 
W. Ives, a US Marine, 
who has been recruiting 
for a year and a half. 

Staff Sergeant (SSG) 
Nicholas A. Coe of the 
US Army; this is his 
fi rst year recruiting. Ser-
geant First Class (SFC) 
Jordan N. Niemuth of 
the Alaska National 
Guard has been recruit-
ing for thirteen years.
 On March 23, 
the ASVAB interpreter 
will come to GILA and 
talk to juniors and se-
niors about the results 
of the test and what it 
means. 
 Like SFC Nie-
muth said, the ASVAB 
is not only for students 
interested in joining the 

military. The ASVAB is 
a great way to prepare 
yourself for all the state 
testing that is required 
for HS students and to 
explore all the careers 
you might be interested 
in. 
 The recruiters 
talked to students at 
both campuses to en-
courage them to join the 
marines, army, or the 
Alaska National Guard. 
Included in their presen-
tations were the benefi ts 
of joining, the job pos-
sibilities, and their own 
personal experiences.
 “The Marines 

are a combat force, and 
that’s that,” said SSgt. 
Ives. There are no ben-
efi ts for joining the ma-
rines, but you do get 
eighty-thousand dollars 
for school. But if you 
don’t use that money, 
the money is no longer 
yours, it gets used for 
other things. 
 The US Marines 
motto has been the same 
from the beginning: The 
Few, The Proud. 
 The  Mar ines 
have always had a repu-
tation for being “cocky,” 

Cont. on next page

Galena students take ASVAB

Military offi cials met on the GILA campus to adminstrate the ASVAB test and recruit students. They 
are, from left, Sergeant First Class (SFC) Jordan N. Niemuth of the Alaska National Guard; Staff 
Sergeant (SSgt) Barry W. Ives, a US Marine; Staff Sergeant (SSG) Nicholas A. Coe of the US Army; 
and Sherri Kessner, editor of the Hawk Highlights.

Photo by Dustyn Grey
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GILA graduate takes on the Iditarod
Mike Williams, a 2006 
graduate of GILA, was one 
of the mushers to compete in 
this year’s Iditarod sled dog 
race. Mr. Williams, who is 
from Akiak, is following in the 
footsteps of his father, also 
named Mike Williams, who 
ran the race many times to 
promote sobriety. 

Photo by Mr. Apfelbeck
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By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

 The Faith Bible 
Fellowship youth group 
from Big Lake visited 
Galena for their fourth 
annual mission trip this 
winter. 
 Once again, they 
served the community 
by splitting firewood, 
cleaning homes, visiting 
elders, helping with the 
Young Life Valentine’s 
Banquet, mingling with 
the Ptarmigan Hall and 
Sidney Huntington 
School students, and a 
wide variety of other 
service projects and ac-
tivities. 
 The group con-
sisted of seven high-
schoolers, fi ve college 
students, and four adult 
chaperones.  
 After arriving in 
Galena on February 9,  
they stayed in the homes 

Youth group serves school, town
of community members 
Kim and Jason Kopp 
and David Pavish.  Each 
morning was spent in 
devotions, after which, 
the group dispersed to 
their different tasks. 
 Logan McDon-
ald, a senior, said that 
his favorite job he did 
was, surprisingly, chop-
ping wood. “Splitting 
my own wood is boring, 
but serving others by 
doing it and seeing how 
excited they get is really 
encouraging!” 
 Logan wasn’t 
the only one of the 
workers to be encour-
aged through his job. 
While cleaning the 
home of Margaret and 
Valentine Nollner, Faith 
Bible Fellowship’s wor-
ship and youth pastor 
Darren Wiebe enjoyed 
visiting with these Ga-
lena elders, something 
that the youth group 

hasn’t been able to do 
in previous years. 
 “They have so 
much wonderful, rich 
wisdom and history... 
There’s a lot to learn 
from them. I’m glad that 
I was able to do that this 
year,” said Mr. Wiebe.
 The community 
as a whole seems to 
agree that the smiles 
Faith Bible Fellowship 
showed throughout 
their work was a huge 
blessing to those around 
them. 
 P t a r m i g a n 
Hall’s hall manager, 
Nathan Kafka, who 
helped the dorm’s Hall 
Counsel serve conces-
sions at the basketball 
games, is one of many 
who agreed. After the 
youth group took over 
concessions for a day, 
Mr. Kafka said, “They 
were great…learned 
their jobs quickly, stuck 

to them, and didn’t com-
plain once.”
 Other members 
of the youth group said 
that they enjoyed build-
ing relationships with 
the students at Galena 
Interior Learning Acad-
emy. 
 Kayla Mielke, 
a Big Lake junior, said, 
“It’s encouraging to 
talk to people who have 
been through [some of] 
the same stuff we have, 
even though they live 
somewhere else…I’m 
not any different [than 
they are.] Like many 
students in Galena, 
Kayla loves music – 
not just listening to it, 
but playing it as well. 
Her violin joined pianist 
Vangie Alexander for 
several pieces in Ms. 
Alexander’s concert on 
February 10.
 Ms. Alexander 
put on a beautiful con-
cert for the community. 
“I was glad to give what 
I had, and I know people 
appreciated it. It was 
fun to give them the gift 
of music in a way they 
don’t normally get,” she 
said.
 Ms. Alexander, 
vocalist Mr. Wiebe, and 
Kayla also played back-
ground music for the 
Teen Valentine dessert 
social, and the annual 
Young Life Banquet. 



By DYLAN KORTA
Staff writer

 S e v e r a l  e l -
ementary teachers at 
the Sidney C. Hunting-
ton School, including 
elementary language 
arts teacher Kate Thur-
mond and second grade 
teacher Debbie Koontz 
decided in fall of 2008 
that it would be a great 
idea if the elementary 
students could raise 
money to give away to 
a charity.
 The charity they 
chose was Heifer In-
ternational, a world-
renowned charity orga-
nization.
 Heifer Interna-
tional specializes in do-

nating animals, plants, 
and education in sus-
tainable agricultural to 
disadvantaged fami-
lies and communities 
throughout the world, 
according to their web-
site. 
 During the time 
between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas vaca-
tion this year, Galena 
students raised money 
to pay for several ani-
mals, including cows 
and pigs. The students 
were encouraged to do 
extra work around the 
house to raise money 
rather than asking their 
parents for a donation. 
They stacked wood, 
did laundry, and even 
set up a booth at the an-

nual Christmas bazaar, 
selling hand-me-down 
clothes and baked goods 
to community members.
 “In 2009, the 
elementary students 
were able to raise more 
than $600,” said Mrs. 
Koontz. 
 After the stu-
dents send their money 
to Heifer International, 
the charity pays for the 
animals and distributes 
them to third-world 
countries.
 Based in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, the 
organization’s belief is 
that when they give a 
family an animal such 
as a cow, that family 
will benefit from the 
milk and working pow-

er, and then give the 
animal’s offspring away 
to other needy families 
nearby, so that their gifts 
are ones that keep on 
giving for years.
 The best part of 
it is that Heifer Interna-
tional has even found a 
way to make it interest-
ing for people, children 
especially, to donate 
money. The group or 
person who raises the 
money can chose what 
kind of animal Heifer 
buys to give away. If 
they do not raise enough 
money for a whole ani-
mal, the donor can also 
buy a “share” of one 
animal. 
 Heifer  Inter-
national has plenty of 
people to help. Some 
countries’ entire popu-
lations live in poverty. 
Heifer’s mission is to 
permanently eradicate 
hunger throughout the 
world.
 Heifer Interna-
tional was founded in 
1944 and has grown 
greatly in size since 
then.  Today, Heifer 
International donates 
28 different types of 
animals, as well as tree 
seedlings, to disadvan-
taged families. They do 
work in more than 125 
countries and have pro-
vided aid to 12 million 
families worldwide. 

By MOLISSA 
BIFELT
Senior class advisor 

The senior class seat 
cushion raffle ended 
during the last home 
basketball game. The 
raffle was a success 
in part to the commu-
nity’s willingness to 
participate in “the raffl e 
that keeps on giving” 
and to our many spon-
sors. I would like to 
thank all the people 
that contributed to the 
senior class by donat-

ing an item to our raffl e.

Laverne Demoski - sun-
catchers and baked goods
Jeremiah Riley -  cake
Rand & Suzette - all the 
cakes and cookie platters
S h a d o w  F a i r  -  s e a t 
cush ions  and  fue l  o i l
Lynn Betterton - baked goods
Sandy Scotten - breakfast 
basket – homemade bread, 
coffee,  and fresh eggs
J e n n y  P e l k o l a  -  a s -
s o r t e d  g i f t  b a s k e t
Elaine Sett le -  beaded 
necklace and earrings set
Fenn imores  -  b l anke t
Kim Wolf - beaded sun-
c a t c h e r  ( b y  E l a i n e )
Ben Blasco - wrestling 
sweatshirt and sweatpants

D a v i d  W i g h t -
m a n  -  w o o d e n  b o x
Ayla Lechton - beaded earrings

S t u d e n t s  w h o  b a k e d : 
Raven Mustafoski, Nikki 
Fennimore, Felicia Kayotuk, 
Alyssa Ahngasuk, and the 
culinary arts students who 
helped create our wonderful 
cakes and cookies during the 
week for all the home games. 

I may have forgotten one 
or two people and I apolo-
gize ahead of time. Thank 
all of you for cheering on 
the Galena Hawks at the 
home games and for buy-
ing a seat cushion to sup-
port the 2010 senior class. 

Galena kids help disadvantaged

Seniors conclude successful raffl e
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By JULIA COX
Music writer

 Acclaimed vocalist and 
associate professor of voice 
at UAF, Dr. Jaunelle Celaire, 
will be a special guest at the 
RIFF@N*HOOK music festival 
at the Galena Interior Learning 
Academy auditorium on March 
29. The Monday night perfor-
mance is part of the weeklong 
musical celebration at the school. 

Continued on page 10

The schedule for the 
RIFF@N*HOOK

Festival is on page 8

Dr. Jaunelle Celaire

Music festival at GILA 
features guest vocalist

Galena boys go 
to state - military 

invades cam-
pus - JV Hawks 
win tournament - 

more inside !

She will be here teaching 
opera classes, musical theatre 
classes, and applied voice lessons. 
She will also be performing vo-
cals for some cabaret and musical 
theatre along with some operatic 
repertoire with foreign art song. 
Other categories she enjoys sing-
ing are musical theatre, Caribbean 
music, and Classical music. 

“I want to share the pas-
sion of music through differ-
ent styles and genres,” said Dr. 
Celaire about what she would like 
to share with Galena students. 

Community greenhouse 
meeting coming up April 12

Continued on back page

By RAVEN MUSTAFOSKI
Editor

 A community meeting to 
look over plans for the proposed 
greenhouse for Galena is set for 
April 12. 
 Native leaders, the city of 
Galena, the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and other interested 
people will make presentations 
about the greenhouse, which 

will use waste heat from the city 
power plant to keep the green-
house warm. 
 “It’ll be similar to what 
Chena [Hot Springs] has,” said 
Larry Hausmann, director of the 
UAF Yukon-Koyukuk Center in 
Galena and a longtime participant 
in getting the greenhouse to Ga-
lena. “It’s a go.”


