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The only newspaper in the world that really cares about Galena, Alaska

Hawk Highlights is the student 
newspaper for Galena high 
school students. The editors 
are Sherri Kessner and Raven 
Mustafoski. Staff writers are 
Julia Cox, Christopher Demoski, 
Kathrin Huntington, Kaylin Kopp, 
Ernie Peters, William Tritt, Da-
vida Walker, and Warren Wilson. 
The teacher is Paul Apfelbeck.  

By SHERRI KESSNER
Editor

 Cabinet members from 
Gov. Parnell’s administration 
came to Galena on Nov. 2 as 
part of the tour of the governor’s 
Rural Action Subcabinet to 
discuss the ways to help and 
improve life in rural Alaska.
 Some of the topics 
they talked about were energy 
use and conservation and the 
possibility of having Galena on 
the road system. 
  “We need to fi nd other 
ways to reduce energy, fi nd 
more ways to make it reasonable 
to live here,” said Chris Reitan, 
assistant superintendent for 

What future for Galena?
State offi cials talk 
about cheaper en-
ergy, new roads

State commerce commissioner Emil Notti, Alaska state attorney general Dan Sullivan, 
Galena resident Jenny Pelkola, and another visiting offi cial gather on Nov. 2 in the meet-
ing room at the Two Seasons Dining Hall on the GILA campus to discuss the future of 
development in rural Alaska.                                                                       Staff photo
Galena schools. 
 Energy is a huge issue. The 
predicted cost of utilities this year 
for the Galena City School District 
is $1,029,074.19, according to 

the school district. Electricity 
for this year is predicted to be 
$401,290.10; fuel: $387,829.44; 

New coach is ready
By ERNIE PETERS
Staff writer

 The Galena Hawks boy’s 
basketball team is looking to 
rebound from last years season 
with the new coach, Mark 
Stordahl.

Continued on page 17

Continued on page 16

The new coach, Mark Stordahl, is looking 
forward to working with his new Galena tea
m.                                        Staff photo



By KATHRIN 
HUNTINGTON
Staff writer

Shawn Gray teaches allied 
health and integrated science 
this year at the Galena Interior 
Learning Academy.

Mr. Gray was born on 
August 29, 1973, and came to our 
school from Montana. 

He was raised in Michigan 
and attended college at Great 
Lakes Christian College in 
Lansing, Mich.; Cornerstone 

Galena high school  failed 
yet again in  a second attempt to 
have Academic Decathlon here in 
our school. 

Te a c h e r s  M a r y l e e 
Kauffman and Lynn Betterton 
attempted to interest students 
to sign up for the academic 
competition this fall, but they 
received little interest from the 
student body. The impetus for the 
idea came from Mrs. Betterton, 
who teaches math at the Sidney 
C. Huntington campus. 

Mrs.  Kauffman said 
there was enthusiasm among 
the teachers for bringing back 
decathlon. 

Academic Decathlon is 
a nationwide event that provides 
students of all learning levels the 
opportunity to excel academically 
through team competition.

Students who participate 

GILA’s new science teacher
University in Grand Rapids, 
Mich.;  and Montana State 
University.

He has also worked as a 
carpenter, a dental hygienist in 
the army, and a weld driller. Mr. 
Gray student taught in Gardener, 
Montana, and has also been a 
teacher in Michigan. 

“Since I was a kid my dad 
got me interested in Alaska,” said 
Mr. Gray about his choice to teach 
here in Galena. 

Mr. Shawn Gray

Academic Decathlon fails second try
By CHRISTOPHER DEM-
OSKI
Staff writer

in the United States Academic 
Decathlon are tested in ten 
categories: Art, economics, essay, 
interview, language and literature, 
mathematics, music, science, 
social science and speech.

Gold, silver, and bronze 
medals are awarded for individual 
events and total scores. Winning 
teams advance through the local, 
regional and state levels of 
competition. The state champions 
compete against at the national 
fi nals.

Academic Decathlon was 
offered as a class for students 
in 2008, but only one student 
signed up for the class. The 
teacher for that class was Paul 
Apfelbeck, who also teaches 
journalism and language arts. He 
said he was disappointed by the 
lack of interest after spending 
several months preparing for 
the competition. He said that he 
would like to teach the course if 
it was offered again. 

The previous Academic 
Decathlon teacher was John 
Perkins, who taught the class 
at the SHS campus.  While 
other schools have Academic 
Decathlon after school as a club, 
Galena schools offered Academic 
Decathlon as a class.
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Sidney C. Hun-
tington School 
and the Galena 
Interior Learning 
Academy.



By KATHRIN 
HUNTINGTON
Staff writer

The future of 
high school in Galena 
is one school at a single 
campus located at the 
old Air Force Base.

The school 
district has decided 
to merge the high 
schools together 
because fi nancially it 
“makes sense”, with 
more programs and 
more classes and better 
teaching, according to 
school offi cials. 

In the recent 
past, boarding students 
attended the Galena 
Interior Learning 
Academy, located on 
the old Galena Air 
Base, and high school 
students living in the 
community attended 
Sidney C. Huntington 
High School in the new 
part of town. 

Asst. Supt. 
Chris Reitan said in a 
recent interview that 
there was no advantage 
of having two campus 
and one high school – 
but there are plenty of 
disadvantages, such as 
cost, trans-portation, 
coordination between 

Town, boarding school 
students work together

Students from the community of Galena and the boarding school 
learn together in the freshman English class. Students are, 
from left, Jamie Loon, Patti Sam, Damon Huntington, and Curtis 
Richardson. 

Staff photo

During the Yukon Jamboree in October, boarding school student 
Alice Madros serves Galena elders during the potlatch. 

Staff photo

both campuses, and 
communication. 

Mr. Reitan’s 
vision for the school 
district’s high school 
students is to expand 
programs and have 
one campus. He said 
the base should be 
best used by making 
sure we’ve got full 
capacity, we have other 
community agencies 
using the base, and fi nd 
other ways to get other 
community programs 
for students.

Lisa Shelby, 
the principal at GILA,  
said combining the two 
schools has been quite 
a challenge for the 
principals and teachers. 
Some of the challenges 
include students 
missing the bus to get 
to the other school for 
classes and being on 
time for those classes. 
The positive points 
to the interaction are 
having more options for 
the students and various 
teachers, she said.

For those 
students who grew up 
in Galena, attending 
GILA has been an 
interesting experience. 

Cecily Settle, 
a sophomore, went to 

high school last year at 
the SHS campus and 
she thought that GILA 
was going to be a lot 
of fun at fi rst, but then, 
after she experienced 
it, it wasn’t as fun as 
she thought. She was 
surprised on how much 
gas was wasted going  
campus to campus, 

especially when kids 
miss the bus and they 
take another van over.   

Jenna 
Buchanan, another 
sophomore who was 
raised in Galena, 
thought GILA was 

Cont. on page 18
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By KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff Writer 

 Staff from the 
Galena City School 
district’s IDEA (Interior 
Distance Education of 
Alaska) program visited 
the community for a 
staff inservice at the 
GILA campus during 
the second week of 
November.
 The staff arrived 
on the GILA campus to 
attend their meetings 
and  workshops  for 
the IDEA program in 
early November. They 
discussed matters that 
had to do with home 
schooling support. 
 The  p rog ram 
has its inservice held in 
different places every 
year talking about how 
their teaching can be 
improved  and  how 
they can help parents 
teach their kids at home 
throughout Alaska. 
 Tim Cline, the 
director of the IDEA 
program and Fairbanks 
offi ce, said he loves it 
here in Galena. 
 H e  s a i d  t h e 
reason the meeting was 
held at GILA is because 
the teachers wanted to 
see the home offi ces of 
the Galena City School 
District and see the other 

IDEA teachers visit

The IDEA teachers gathered for a group photo in the Galena Interior Learning Academy auditorium 
during their visit to the school. 

Staff photo
teachers in Galena who 
they worked with. 
 It’s important 
for the IDEA teachers 
to see and show that 
their teachers and staff 
are a part of the same 
district as those teachers 
at GILA and Sidney C. 
Huntington School. 
 Mr. Cline has 
been part of the Galena 
school district since 
2000 when he got his job 
as a director’s assistant. 
He was promoted to the 
director in 2003. 
 Mr. Cline’s job 
is to handle money for 
curriculum and oversee 
the fi ve different offi ces 
scattered throughout 
Alaska.  
 The IDEA offi ces 
are located in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks,  Wasi l la , 

Kenai, and Juneau.
 Students in the 
IDEA program can take 
part in activities such as 
the Battle of the Books, 
skiing, and socializing. 
Students do not do any 
team sports, however; 
it’s the only thing that 
IDEA does not include. 
 Students from the 
IDEA program annually 
visit the GILA campus 
to attend vocational 
classes. 
 IDEA student 
Chattham Holt, 15, from 
Juneau,  has been in the 
Program since the fi rst 
grade. 
 Chattham thinks 
the program is good in a 
small town like his own, 
and he said IDEA was 
“awesome.” He said his 
experience here was fun, 

and there’s a chance he 
might come back. 
 H e  c a m e  t o 
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
aviation and to visit a 
different part of Alaska.                                                                                                                                          
                  
 T h e  I D E A 
program gets its funding 
from the state of Alaska 
and the Department of 
Education. 
 O n l y  A l a s k a 
students from preschool 
through twelfth grade 
c a n  b e c o m e  I D E A 
students. The students all 
have different teachers 
for different grades to 
help the student’s parents 
educate them.
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By RAVEN 
MUSTAFOSKI
Editor

 More than $4595 
was raised for the Korta 
and Esmailka families 
during their time of 
need at the Sidney C. 
Huntington High School 
gym on November 15.
 The fundraiser 
was held so the family 
could t ravel  to  the 
funeral for the death 
of Bob Prickett, Tonya 
Kor ta’s  and  Tr isha 
Esmailka’s father. He 
lived in Cambridge, 
Minn., and died of a 
massive heart attack on 
Nov. 9. Ms. Korta was 
formerly a kindergarten 
teacher at the Sidney C. 
Huntington School; Ms. 
Esmailka is currently a 
special education teacher 
at the SHS campus. 
  “The  Kor ta ’s 
and Esmailka’s  are 
very valuable to this 
community.  We are 
glad to support these 
two families during 
their time of need,” said 
Agnes Sweetsir, first 
lady of Galena.
 “Where  I  am 
from, there isn’t a sense 
of community like there 
is here in Galena. It’s 
great,” said Jenna Lee, 
cosmetology teacher at 
the GILA campus. 

Fundraiser helps local families
 “ P a r t  o f  t h e 
reason I love Galena 
are activities such as 
this. Supporting families 
in t imes of need is 
wonderful,” said Maria 
Riedel, counselor at the 
SHS campus.
 “This is a really 
good turnout. Many 
people from different 
areas of the community,” 
said Kate Thurmond, the 
upper elementary school 
teacher.
 The fundraiser 
was organized by Galena 
r e s i d e n t s  I s a b e l l a 
A p f e l b e c k ,  A g n e s 
Sweestir, Shirley and 
Erica Cleaver. A special 
thanks is in order for all 
of the community and 
the helpers that served 
food, passed out raffl e 
tickets, and helped with 
the cake walk.
 The Sidney C. 
Huntington gym was 
f i l l ed  wi th  wi l l ing 
community members to 
donate whatever they 
could. Their was a cake 
walk in the middle of 
the room, a table fi lled 
with gifts brought by the 
community to be raffl ed 
off, and a wide variety of 
soups, chowders, chili, 
and homemade bread 
that was sold for $5 a 
meal. 
 “The taco soup 

was delicious,” said 
Amanda Bevard, math 
and computer teacher at 
the GILA campus.
 “ D e s p i t e  t h e 
weather, I am surprised 
by the turnout,” said 
Lynn Betterton, math 
teacher  at  the SHS 
campus.
 “ A  g r e a t 
opportunity for  the 
c o m m u n i t y  t o  g e t 
together to show support 
for members of the 
community,” said senior 
Victoria Betterton, a 
Galena student.
 Fundraising for 
families in need has been 

an ongoing tradition 
in Galena for the past 
30 years. One of the 
people who started the 
idea of getting the entire 
community together to 
help families in crisis and 
help families who are 
fi nancially strapped was 
Frank (Hobo) Benson 
who has passed away. 
This tradition is done in 
many other villages. One 
person who talked about 
the fundraiser said it’s 
the Native way. 

Scenes from the fundraiser 
for the Korta and Esmailka 
families.

Staff photos
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Halloween carnival



By KATHRIN HUNTINGTON
Staff writer

 The Halloween carnival was fun and 
enjoyable for kids and adults alike at the Sidney 
C. Huntington school gymnasium.  
 The carnival was on October 30 from 4 to 
6 p.m., and practically the whole town attended the 
carnival. The carnival featured fun games, food, and 
booths where people sold their goods.  
 At the booths there were games, with some 
selling refl ectors or little toys; Alison Esmailka 
had a fi sh pond which was free to everyone. The 
sophomore class even had the jail this year, which 
they haven’t had for a couple of years. 
 Genny Brown, the SHS librarian, had 
Reading Is Fundamental books for the students and 
Todd Boonstra had the slap shot hockey which was 
really intense, but the most important booth was 
Todd Brown selling refl ectors to the kids for trick 
or treating.
 Other people who had booths were Freda 
Beasley, Kim Wolf, Jon Buchanan, and many more. 
Chef Rand even had the students sell Subway 

Halloween good, scary fun

sandwiches in the kitchen. Special education 
teacher Joyce Frisbee was selling Galena Hawks 
gear with the help of the IDEA students. 
 Most people came in costumes, some of 
which were very frightening to some of the younger 
kids. For example, Mrs. Beasley was a shredded 
nightmare and Kristen Kruger was Little Red 
Riding Hood.
 The junior class made over $700 dollars 
from the Halloween carnival with games put on 
by other teachers and donated to the junior class, 
including the cake walk and concessions.  The 
carnival was a very successful for the juniors.

This page: Sights and 
scares from the Haunted 
House, put on by the dorm 
council from GILA’s Ptarmi-
gan Hall.

Staff photos
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By WILLIAM TRITT
Staff writer

          The Galena Hawks 
girl’s volleyball team 
struggled as they were 
defeated by the Kotzebue 
Huskies at home on Oct. 
23-24 in the Sidney C. 
Huntington gymnasium. 
 The scores for 
the fi rst night were 25-

By ERNIE PETERS
Staff writer

 The NBA season is here and the best 
teams got even better!
 The defending champions, Los Angeles 
Lakers are looking forward for a back to back 
title after they gain Ron Artest to the line-up. 
There has been no back to back title since the 
Lakers won 3 years in a row in 2001, 2002, and 
2003, then lost in the fi nals in 2004 against the 
Detroit Pistons. 
 It’s so weird that the Boston Celtics team 
just keeps getting more and more all-stars. First 
they signed Ray Allen and Kevin Garnett two 
seasons ago and won the championship against 
the Lakers. Now they have Rasheed Wallace. He 
has been an important factor to the Pistons team. 
This past postseason didn’t go so well with Kevin 
Garnett, who NBA.com said that he suffered 
from a strained popliteus tendon in his knee. 
The Celtics went into several overtimes with 
the Chicago Bulls who put in a fi ght and took it 
all the way to a game seven. The Celtics were 
eliminated the next round by the Orlando Magics 
in game seven at home!
 The Cleveland Cavaliers are a tough team 
with LeBron James himself. Now they have 

Volleyball
Hawks struggle against Kotz Huskies

10 and 25-15, with both 
matches won by the 
Huskies. The scores for 
the second night were 
25-15, 25-15, and 25-16, 
with the Huskies again 
taking the game. 
 T h e  g i r l s 
s t r u g g l e d  d u e  t o 
disciplinary and injury 
issues. That didn’t let 
the girls down as they 

fought and fought, but it 
just wasn’t enough. 
 The star of the 
team for both matches 
was Jenna Buchanan. 
She made a lot of blocks 
and was an outstanding 
player for their offense 
and defense. 
 “Jenna Buch-
anan, Nikki Fennimore 
and Marie Sheldon have 

been my go-to players 
this year,  playing in 
every game and helping 
the team, and everyone 
h a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o 
contribute to the success 
of the team,” said coach 
Carrie Given. 
 The gir ls  put 
on quite a show for the 
Galena hawks fans.         

NBA season here - best teams get better
Shaquille O’Neal. He may not be as good as he 
was with the Lakers or the Miami Heat but, he 
can still be very dominant down in the post area. 
Shaq for some odd reason got to play with the top 
three scorers  in the NBA, Kobe Bryant with the 
Lakers, Dwayne Wade with the Heat, and now 
LeBron James with the Cavaliers. That’s just fl at 
out crazy and lucky for Shaq, if you ask me.
 The Orlando Magics may have lost a 
couple of important players, but now they have 
fi shed up another high fl yer. Vince Carter is a 
superb player on the offensive side of the court. 
The other high fl yer is Dwight Howard. I don’t 
know how he does because he is so big. Not only 
he is good on the offensive side but he can be a 
showstopper on the other side of the court. 
 The Magics did a good job playing the 
Lakers in the fi nals; it’s just that the Lakers have 
a lot of “fi nals” experience. The Magics shouldn’t 
feel bad that they lost to a very good team - in my 
opinion, the best team in the NBA. The Magics 
still has a lot to learn and they will be a tough 
team in the future.

Facing page: The Galena Hawks volleyball 
team plays against the Kotzebue Huskies 

last month at the Sidney C. Huntington 
school’s gymnasium.

Staff photos
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By ERNIE PETERS
Sports writer

 The boy’s varsity 
basketball debut is in 
Valdez on Dec. 18. 
 Home games for 
the Hawks are on Jan. 
15-16, 2010, against 
Unalakleet. Then, later 
on in the same month, 
Eielson comes to town 
on Jan. 29 and 30. 

Basketball

Boys open against Valdez
 The last home 
games are against the 
reigning state champs 
Hutchinson Hawks on 
Feb. 26 and 27. 
 Last year, Galena 
beat Unalakleet by 5 
points on their court for 
a score of Galena 63, 
Unalakleet 58 in the 
fi rst of two games. The 
Hawks then fi gured out 
Unalakleet during the 

second game and then 
blew them out of the 
water 73-35. 
 The boys did 
play Eielson, but those 
results weren’t available 
by presstime.
 The boys played 
their heart out against 
Hutchinson last year and 
lost by a large margin.  
Some players believe 

the Hutchinson team had 
a big height advantage 
over the Galena players, 
and this resulted in a 
huge loss. Hutchinson 
is ranked number one in 
the division and Galena 
is starting modestly, but 
this year they are going 
to change that around 
with new players and a 
new coach.

By JULIA COX
Staff writer 

 Galena’s  P.E. 
teacher Todd Boonstra 
set  up or ienteer ing 
courses at the city school 
and the dunes to use for 
his gym class in early 
October.
 Orienteering is a 
sport that was originally 
practiced in Sweden and 
forces you to use only 
a map and compass to 
locate control points in 
a diverse and unfamiliar 
environment. To win 
the game, you must fi nd 
every single control 
point and get to the fi nish 
as fast as possible.
 “If you do real 
orienteering, it’s really 
physically demanding,” 
said Mr. Boonstra. “It 
uses the mind and body 

Orienteering courses set up 
to run through woods 
and all the obstacles in 
them. It’s really tough.”
 Mr.  Boonst ra 
hopes to teach his gym 
class how to utilize a 
compass to fi nd control 
points in the woods. 
The courses he created 
are comprised of six 
different control points 
and requires students 
to fi nd each one before 
moving to the next one. 
He gives each student 
a map and a compass 
and sets them off in the 
unknown woods with 
nothing to rely on but 
their compass.
 “Kids didn’t do as 
much running as usual,” 
said Mr. Boonstra, “I got 
some complaints about 
rosebushes they had to 
run through. It was also 

hard because it was cold 
- I wish it were warmer. 
Some kids really liked it, 
some didn’t, but I think 
they learned how to use a 
compass. Hopefully now 
they won’t get lost in the 
woods.”
 Ernst Killander 
is the rightful creator 
of orienteering. The 
sport first started in 

Scandinavia  dur ing 
the nineteenth century. 
It was mainly created 
for military use and 
training. It later became 
a competitive sport for 
Sweden in 1919. It was 
finally brought to the 
U.S. in 1946.
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Coming in the next edition of 
Hawk Highlights

Students start the day with a hot cup ‘o joe
Galena welcomes its own coffee shop



Basketball

Galena junior high ballers win tournament
The Galena junior high 

basketball teams came in 
fi rst place (left) at the junior 
high tournament Nov. 7-8 

at the Sidney C. Huntington 
gym against teams from 

Nulato and Huslia. The Ga-
lena players, split into three 
teams, had a three-way tie 
for fi rst place. The winner of 
the free throw contest (right) 

was eighth-grader Jarred 
Olin-Duncan.  

The Nulato Wolves came in sec-
ond place at the tournament.
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By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

 Galena Interior 
Lea rn ing  Academy 
hosted its fourth annual 
Visual Arts Festival last 
month at Ptarmigan Hall. 
The week-long program 
s tar ted  Nov.  1  and 
concluded with a gallery 
showing at the GILA 
atrium the following 
Sunday on Nov. 8. 
 T h e  g a l l e r y 
showing  d i sp l ayed 
work students had been 
working on at classes 
throughout the week. 
Teens were able to 
choose from a variety 
of art classes during the 
week, including card 
making and a graffiti 
canvas, taught by Patti 
Crow; caribou tufting 
with community artists 
Allison Esmailka and 
Freda Beasley; crochet 
taught by Maria Fellin; 
and jewelry making with 
Isabella Apfelbeck. 
  There were even 
several classes taught 
by students. Joe Erick, 
from Beaver, instructed 
a class on sketching, and 
Arlanda Pete, of Nunam 
Iqua, was asked to share 
her talent of tattoo art. 
An excellent teacher, 
Arlanda gave creative 
tips for different styles 
of tattoos and started 
her students on basic 

Beautiful displays at visual arts show
shapes, then moved 
to more complicated 
designs. She smiled as 
she doodled a flaming 
heart on the edge of her 
notepad, saying, “I’ve 
been drawing since I 
could pick up a crayon!”
 Galena resident 
Harriet Carlo has also 
been creating art from a 
young age, and believes 
that it’s important to pass 
on one’s gifts to the next 
generation. While having 
her students practice 
the elegant, flowing 
letters of calligraphy, 
Mrs. Carlo said that she 
picked up the craft in 
junior high. She said that 
she enjoys this ancient 
writing style because 
“it’s instant gratifi cation! 
When I get [a letter] just 
right, it makes me so 
happy!”
 E a c h  y e a r , 
Ptarmigan Hall’s music 
and arts program director 
Karrie Pavish Anderson, 
who  organ ized  the 
festival, adds a new 
aspect to the event. 
She said that this year, 
although the students’ 
ar t  was not  judged 
or adjudicated, teens 
from the community 
we re  we lcomed  to 
show their  ar twork 
at the gallery finale.  
The culinary program 
provided refreshments 
fo r  the  gues t s  and 

student musicians who 
performed background 
music for the showing. 
 S t u d e n t 
music ians  included 
Dylan Korta, Garrett 
Bartgis, Drew Simpson, 

Scenes from this year’s Visual Arts Festival. 
Photos courtesy Patti Crow

a n d  “ ¾  S i l k ” ,  a 
Musician’s Union band 
comprised of teens Kyle 
Kruger, Brionna Strange, 
Tisha Van Diest, and 
Kaylin Kopp.
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Musicians from the band Broken Windows 
pose with GILA student Wendy Kameroff 
just before their performance at the GILA 

auditorium. Right: Bill Pagaran, drummer.  
Photos courtesy Brionna Strange

By JULIA COX
Staff writer

 The world touring three-
man band Broken Walls came to 
Galena in early November to share 
their music and philosophy’s on 
life.
 T h e  b a n d  f e a t u r e d 
Jonathan Maracle on vocals, 
guitar, and occasionally the 
flute; Kris Delorenzi on bass 
and background vocals; and 
Bill Pagran on the drums and 
percussion.
 Jonathan Maracle is a 
Mohawk Indian coming from 
Tyendinaga territory in Ontario, 
Cananda. His Indian name is 
Chante ho wakan etan lowan, 
which means “he sings with a 
sacred voice from his heart.” 
He says this name was given to 
him by his dear friend Norma 
Blacksmith, also known as “Good 
medicine woman.” 
 Mr. Maracle started out 
wanting to be a vocalist when he 
was 12 years old. So he decided 
to hire a costly opera teacher to 
give him lessons. “I got a paper 
route and that’s how I paid for 
my lessons,” said Mr. Maracle. 
When he got a bit older he sang 
with a variety of bands and some 
big bands in California. He later 
ended up back in his hometown in 
Canada and had stopped singing 
for a while. “One day I was really 
drawn to sing again,” he said.
 Kris Delorenzi is Italian 
and comes from Thunder Bay, 
Ont., Canada. He has been playing 

Musicians bring sacred voice
Galena arts

music since he was 9 years old. His 
focus was on string instruments 
like the guitar, bass guitar, and 
the upright bass. He studied the 
upright bass more thoroughly at 
Lake Head University in Ontario.
 Bill Pagaran is Tlingit and 
comes from Palmer, Alaska. His 
Tlingit name is Keelgan which 
means “Strong Warrior.” Mr. 
Pagaran was born in Seattle and 
grew up in the Mat-Su valley. 
His interest in drumming came 
without the slightest delay. “My 
dad was a drummer so I grew 
up playing pots and pans and 
anything I could bang on, my 
sister swears I tried to beat on her 
head, but I promise I didn’t.”  Later 
in life, when Mr. Paragan got into 
high school, he participated in any 

band he possibly could: jazz band, 
concert band, and country bands 
(although he hated it), rock bands, 
blues… anything. After high 
school he attended college at the 
University of Oregon and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in music and 
secondary music education.
 The story of Broken Walls 
and how they came to be gave off 
a meant to be aura - especially 
considering the miles that separate 
them.
 The band began to take 
form when Mr. Maracle was 

Continued on next page
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By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

 Broken Walls’ 
concert on Saturday, Nov 
7, was truly a musician’s 
heaven! 
 The drummer’s 
fluid movements and 
enthusiasm, matched 
with Jon Maracle’s 
versatile voice, and Kris’ 
Delorenzi’s dynamic 
bass created a “trinity 
o f  a w e s o m e n e s s , ” 
according to a freshman 
listener. She wasn’t the 
only one to be amazed 
at the talent and passion 
of the band. 
 W h e n  M r . 
Maracle pulled out his 
handmade  Mohawk 
fl ute, many tried hard not 
to gape, as it’s mystical, 

Music review

GILA show was ‘heaven’
echoing voice fi lled the 
auditorium.  Mr. Maracle 
makes the fl utes himself, 
and sold a few of them 
before and after the 
Galena concert, along 
with some other products 

“Their faces radiated with a 
joy and a light...”

that the band and it’s 
members have put out, 
such as CDs, DVDs, 
books and handmade, 
traditional bone jewelry. 
  O n e  o f  t h e 
band’s main purposes 
in touring and playing 
their stunning music is 
to “break the walls” of 
native image building. 
They have realized that 
many native people 

are ashamed of their 
heritage, and culture, 
but  as Mr.  Maracle 
said during the concert, 
“Don’t forget those 
things – they’re some 
of the most important 
things.” 

 Broken Wal ls 
encourages people to 
engage in their traditions, 
and enjoys doing it 
themselves. Bill Pagran 
showed us his Tlingit 
war dance for one of 
their songs, and all wore 
some kind of traditional 
garb.
 The bright colors 
of  thei r  t radi t ional 
costumes were starkly 

contrasted by the dark 
curtain that was draped 
behind them, just as their 
lives seemed to stand 
out from the crowd. 
There was something 
very different about 
these musicians – their 
faces radiated with a joy 
and a light that a person 
doesn’t see every day. 
 T h e  p a s s i o n 
they poured into their 
music was obvious. Mr. 
Pagran said that for him, 
it wasn’t just playing 
the drum - it was his 
form of worship to the 
Creator.  Broken Walls 
brought the beautiful gift 
of music and hope to the 
students and community 
of Galena.

From previous page

sharing his vision at 
the Sacred Assembly 
Conference in Ottawa, 
Canada. Bass player and 
vocalist Mr. Delorenzi 
whom had been a friend 
of Mr. Maracle’s for 
twelve years was also 
there  a t tending the 
conference. Mr. Maracle 
got up on stage during 
the conference and sang 

Broken Walls shares traditions with Galena students
a song he had written on 
the spot called Broken 
Walls, the song that the 
band is now named after. 
They had a conversation 
about the song that 
sparked an interest in 
the formation of a band. 
With Mr. Delorenzi’s 
undeniable talent on the 
bass and harmonizing 
vocals and Mr. Maracle’s 
nearly perfect vocals, and 
talent for songwriting 

and guitar, they agreed to 
play in the band together. 
 M r.  P a g a r a n 
came into the picture 
four years ago when he 
heard that Broken Walls 
would be doing a concert 
in Alaska and considered 
playing a song with them 
on the drums. He told his 
wife he decided he would 
do it. He had a great 
experience with Broken 
Walls and couldn’t wait 

for another opportunity 
to drum with them. Later 
on he got a call out of the 
blue from Mr. Maracle 
saying that the drummer 
was going to be away for 
a while and they needed 
a drummer for their show 
in Anchorage. He took 
the opportunity without 
hesitation. The show 
went really well and Mr. 

Go to the next page
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Pagaran thought that 
they had connected well. 
 A long while 
went by after that and 
Mr. Pagaran did not 
hear  anything from 
Mr. Maracle except 
for a “thank you for 
playing with us” e-mail. 
Meanwhile he had his 
own band but they all 
unexpectedly left. 

 Th i s  b rough t 
great sadness to Mr. 
Pagaran so he decided 
to go mountain climbing. 
“I was climbing this 
mountain and having a 
pity fest,” he said. When 
he got home from his 
climb he found that he 
had a message on his 
answering machine. 
He checked it and was 
surprised and excited to 
hear Mr. Maracle’s voice. 

The message stated 
that their drummer had 
just resigned and they 
wanted Mr. Pagaran to 
be a permanent member 
of the band. Mr. Pagaran 
couldn’t believe his 
ears but he jumped at 
the chance. Since then, 
Broken Walls has been 
playing shows together 
all around the world, 
including Germany, 

Switzerland, France, 
Ireland, Costa Rica, 
Peru, Mexico, Australia, 
Thailand, as well as all 
over North America.

From previous page
Native musicians drum, sing at GILA auditorium

By KAYLIN KOPP
Staff writer

 A s  p a r t  o f 
Alaska  Young Life 
Native Initiative, Mike 
Kirby visited Galena 
on November 7-13 and 
came to Galena with the 
band Broken Walls, who 
performed at the GILA 
theater on Nov. 7. 
 D u r i n g  h i s 
visit, he met with our 
community’s youth and 
elders, encouraging them 
to keep their Native 
culture alive. 
 “ I  see  th i s… 
talk as an opportunity 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e 
students to contribute 
and discuss their own 
traditions and how this 
might relate to faith, 
or their involvement in 
Young Life,” he said. 
He is now working with 

Mike Kirby, head of the Alaska Young Life Native Initiative.        Photo courtesy Alaska Young Life

Encouraging Native culture for youth 

Alaska Young Life at 
their Anchorage offi ce. 
 Mr. Kirby, 50, 
grew up in California. 
His mother has Kiowa 
and Athabascan heritage; 
his father’s heritage is 
Delaware, English, and 

Russian. 
 As the founder 
of Innerriver Inc., he 
has a passion for serving 
Native youth. 
  This includes 
a visionary program 
he refers to as “the 

Athabascan tool-
kit,” which teaches 
traditional values 
and life skills, while 
“using the student’s 
own native cultural 

Go to page 16
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 Mr.  S to rdah l 
has played basketball 
and graduated from 
Westby High School in 
northeastern Montana. 
Westby usually had 
a  s t rong basketbal l 
program in the state. He 
played junior college 
basketball at Flathead 
Va l l ey  Communi ty 
College when they had 
a program. 
 Coach Stordahl’s 
main focus for this year’s 
season for the players 
is  to play “TEAM” 
basketball with student 
a t h l e t e s ,  w i t h  a n 
emphasis on being a 
good citizen, including 
grades, attitude, and 

traditions to engage 
modern demands of 
cultural interface,” he 
said. Mr. Kirby plans 
to interview Alaskan 
Native elders from 
around the state and 
fi nd ones who are 
willing to share their 
knowledge of these 
cultural tools and the 
values they represent 
and so become a vital 
part of the tool-kit 
mentorship.   

Coach aims to play ‘TEAM’ ball
Cont. from front page attendance. 

 “I feel you must 
tend business in and out 
of the classroom to play 
basketball for Galena 
High School and have 
respect for the adults 
who are responsible for 
the well being of the 
students. Players must be 
respectful at all times,” 
he said. 
 “I would like to 
say thanks to all those 
who have made us [he 
and his wife Kathleen] 
feel welcome.” 
 After a career 
in management for a 
soft drink production 
industry,  he started 
coaching basketball 
in 1983 and 1984 in 
Billings, Montana, where 

he also started college 
and worked as student 
assistant with the men’s 
basketball program. “I 
was fortunate to have 
worked with some of 
the best coaches in the 
business,” according to a 
prepared statement from 
Mr. Stordahl,
 Coach Stordahl 
has graduated from 
M o n t a n a  S t a t e 
Univers i ty-Bi l l ings 
with a degree in Health 
and Physical Education/
Recreat ion with  an 
emphasis in coaching 
and a minor in Health 
and Communication 
Arts. He also has an 
extended Minor in Native 
American Studies. He 
has certifications in 

Secondary Health and 
Special Education, and 
also has an interest in 
Special Education and 
learning disabilities.  
 Coach Stordahl 
has coached several 
levels of both boys and 
girls from elementary 
all the way up to the 
successful  program 
at the NCAA in San 
Antonio, Texas.  “One of 
the things that I am most 
proud of is taking teams 
to Hawaii for 7 summers 
to play in a competitive 
tournament in Honolulu, 
which we have won and 
placed second for several 
years,” he said.

‘Athabascan tool kit’ blends tradition, today
Cont. from page 15  “Each tool 

in the kit, while 
apart from its actual 
function as a means of 
subsistence or defense, 
represents a teaching, 
which embodies oral 
history, traditional 
values, obligations to 
oneself, family and 
people, as well as the 
actual integration of 
those teachings into the 
person being taught,” 
said Mr. Kirby.
 Mr. Kirby lived 
on an Indian reservation 

in northeastern Nevada 
for fi ve years when 
he was in his early 
twenties, and he 
mentored under several 
different Native elders. 
He is looking forward 
to mentoring Native 
youth, believing that 
those who participate 
in the tool-kit will be 
well-equipped to not 
only preserve their 
culture, but mentor 
others in the future. Mr. 
Kirby is the fi rst full-
time Native employee 
working at Alaska 

Young Life. For more 
than 12 years, Young 
Life has been providing 
activities for high 
school students here in 
Galena as well. Galena 
Young Life volunteer 
Kim Kopp said, “[Our] 
regional director, Tom 
Hansen, is very excited 
about the role [Mr. 
Kirby] will play in 
bringing Young Life 
to even more Native 
communities across the 
state.” 
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water: $162,755.40; and 
sewer: $77,199.25. A lot 
of money is being spent 
a year. 
 A l a s k a  s t a t e 
officials are always 
looking for possible 
a l t e rna t ive  energy. 
Galena’s city council 
accepted an offer by 
Japan’s Toshiba Corp. 
t o  i n s t a l l  a  s m a l l 
nuclear power plant 
(10-megawatt) in 2004, 
but Galena cannot wait 
forever  for  nuclear 
energy. Keeping the 
b u i l d i n g s  w a r m  i s 
become increasingly 
hard with the rising 
prices in fuel. 
 T h e  s c h o o l 
d i s t r i c t  w a n t s  t o 
increase the number 
of students that come 
to Galena to attend the 
Galena Interior Learning 
Academy, but in order 
to do it, Galena needs 
to fi nd a way to reduce 
the energy costs. They 
district would also need 
more classroom space, 
space that the school 
doesn’t have. There are 
many buildings sitting 
vacant on the GILA base 
- but there is no money to 
remodel. Talk of trying 
to remodel the Iditarod 
Inn has been around 
for a few years already, 
but the school can’t do 

Road to Nome? Idea discussed here
Cont. from page 1

Flu shots given in Galena schools

Chris Demoski, a GILA  junior from Nulato, receives the H1N1 vaccine at school last month 
Health care nurses were at the GILA campus on Nov. 9-10.                                       Staff photo

this without the money, 
according to Mr. Reitan. 
 T h e  c a b i n e t 
members also talked 
of the possibility of 
building a road that 
connects the Bush to 
the road system. They 
are considering three 
different alternative 
routes. 
 •  R o u t e  O n e 
would begin at Dalton 
H i g h w a y ,  w h i c h 
would let the northern 
communities and the 
Ambler mining district 
have access. 
 •  Rou te  Two 
would run along the 
Yukon River,  being 
the most direct route. 
Two related alternative 
routes are also under 
consideration. Route 2a 

would begin at Dalton 
Highway, north of Yukon 
River with no new Yukon 
River Crossing. Route 2b 
would begin near the end 
of the Elliot Highway 
with a new Yukon River 
crossing. 
 • Route Three 
would begin at Nenana 
on the Parks Highway 
which would let the 
southern communities 
have access.
 “ We  h a v e  t o 
engage interest; if there 
is no interest, there is no 
possibility [in building 
the road],” said Emil 
Notti, the commerce 
commissioner of Alaska. 
 I f  t h i s  r o a d 
is built, the prices of 

fuel, and the amount 
of energy used would 
decrease, making it 
more affordable to live 
here in Alaska, one of 
the offi cials said at the 
meeting. 
 T h e r e  w a s 
also talk about at least 
building a road from 
Galena to the cemetery, 
which is about twelve 
miles up the Yukon 
River.
 “We are ready to 
move beyond the grave 
yard. We want to go 
farther than that,” said 
Agnes Sweetsir, first 
lady of Galena, as well as 
a small business owner. 

Go to page 18
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going to be bad because 
she had to go all the 
way back and forth 
from new town to the 
base with a bus every 
other day. Jenna was 
surprised by how fun 
it is and it kind of feels 
like you are in college 
because you walk from 
class to class. 

  D u r i n g  t h e 
summer months, you 
can travel by boat to the 
cemetery, and during the 
winter months you can 

By STEPHANIE LIE
Staff writer

 M y  n a m e  i s 
Stephanie Lie; I came 
to Galena 10-17-09. On 
that day it was below 
freezing. It took me a 
week or so to get used to 
the weather here. 
 I  schooled in 
Kotzebue for a year and 
for the fi rst part of this 
semester. Originally, I’m 
from Noorvik, which 
is on the Kobuk River. 
There it is way different 
from here - the type of 
languages people speak 

‘I’ve never met so many nice people’
and where they came 
from. I’ve also never met 
so many nice people in a 
day or two. 
 The only trouble 
I’m having here is the 
schedule; the hours 
are too long for me. 
Eventually everything 
will get better soon. 
Kotzebue’s schedule I 
had patience for, even 
if the lunch break was 
shorter. I was amazed to 
realize that there are so 
many Kotzebue students 
schooling here this year. 
It’s ridiculous! Most of 
my friends and cousins 

come here, too. 
 Anyway, I can 
be very nice sometimes, 
i f  I  d o n ’ t  e n d  u p 
getting confused. I love 
listening to the beat of 
the drum and learning 
more of my culture. I 
respect the beauty of 
nature and everything 
else in it.Activities are 
basically my main study 
if I have nothing to do, 
like fi nishing my work, 
which means all of it 
makes me feel better 
when accomplished. 
Sometimes I can be 
a very busy person 

when it comes to hard 
assignments that are due 
at the end of the week. 
 P h o t o g r a p h y 
is my soul. I love the 
beauty of Alaska.

Cont. from page 17

Road extension idea gets positive reception at meeting
travel by snow machine. 
 “[During break-
up and freezing] people 
would go by truck as 
far as they can, which is 
about nine miles, until 
the road, Tiger Freeway, 

ends. Then you could 
travel by four wheeler. 
And if they couldn’t 
make it, they would walk 
the rest of the way [to the 
cemetery],” said Nancy 
Pitka of Galena. 

One high school, two campuses for Galena students
Cont. from page 3 To improve the 

high school, she thought 
there should be a van that 
will take you to aviation 
or cosmetology and 

other faraway classes 
during the cold times in 
the winter.
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Stephanie Lie.

Hawk Highlights welcomes articles, letters to the editor
The Hawk Highlights student newspaper welcomes articles from the public and 
letters to the editor about issues of interest to our readers. We reserve the right to 
edit or refuse any submission, and all submissions must include a contact number 
and address.  Please send letters or submissions to:  Hawk Highlights, P.O. 359, 
Galena Interior Learning Academy, Galena, AK 99741 or send your submission 
by e-mail to paul.apfelbeck@galenanet.com. 
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Remember
Galena Spirit Gear

When buying Christmas gifts

The Galena 

Contact Joyce Frisbie at 656-2108, ext. 114
Before or after school – 8 a.m. or 4 p.m.

Second fl oor, Headquarters Building
GILA Campus

winter hats • caps • 

hoodies • t-shirts • mugs 

• sweatpants • PJs 

• boxers • and more

Spirit Store

All proceeds go to Galena high school students



Hawk Highlights
P.O. Box 359
Galena, Alaska 99741

By WARREN WILSON
Staff writer

The students at Galena 
Interior Learning Academy saw 
a lot of changes in many of the 
buildings on the campus this year.
  In Mr. Apfelbeck’s old 
class, workers over the summer 
tore down some walls which 
made the classroom larger. Last 
year’s principal’s office and a 
closet were all merged into the 
room, creating a much larger 
space. 

The teachers lounge was 
removed for more space.

The sink was torn down 
and moved to the  back of the 
room.

The wall which used to be 
between Mr. Apfelbeck’s room 
and an unused room was torn 
down and removed

The new teacher for Mr. 
Apfelbeck’s old classroom is 
science teacher Lon Gillas. 

Mr. Gillas is pleased with 
his new workspace. “It is one of 
the biggest and best classrooms in 
the school district,” he said.

Some of the students liked 
the changes in Mr. Apfelbeck’s 
old classroom because the 
classroom looks better and it is 
more comfortable.                                                                                    

The teachers lounge 
was removed from behind the 
principal’s offi ce and moved next 
to Mr. LaBounty’s offi ce.

The room that  math 
teacher Molissa Bifelt was 
teaching in is now math teacher 
Amanda Bevard’s room and 
the room that Ms. Bevard was 
teaching in is now Ms. Bifelt’s 
room.

Mrs. Erickson has moved 
upstairs over at the headquarters 
building.

The library was moved 
over to the commons and now is 
the library.

Now the old library is  Mr. 
Apfelbeck’s new room

“It’s really cool to have 
a room with carpeting… I really 
enjoy my new room, and students 
do, too,” said Mr. Apfelbeck.

Walls came tumbling down at the GILA campus


