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Cell phones won’t ring here
Students will fi nd 
coverage ends at 
school entrance
BY JULIA COX
Staff writer

 Now that cell phones have 
come to Galena, students will 
have to face new rules at school. 
 Galena, Alaska now has 
a cell phone tower that was just 
put into effect this September. 
Students of Galena are ready to 
equip themselves with this tech-
nologically advanced mobile 
device. 
 Galena high school junior 
Danielle Thurmond is thrilled 
about her new cell phone. “I love 
it,” she said. “I get to keep in 
touch with all my friends through 
texting, and I’ll be really pro at 
texting in class and not getting 

caught.”
 B u t  i f  a s s i s t a n t 
superintendant Chris Rietan has 
his way, Danielle won’t be doing 
very much texting in class. 
 “We’re looking into 
drafting a policy where cell 
phone use will be very close 
to our rules for IPods,” said 
Mr. Rietan. “They wouldn’t be 
allowed during school hours, 
before 8 and after 4. We want to 
keep it as simple as possible. 
 “The bigger issue would 

Continued on back page

SHS student wins contest
School paper name 
picked by fi fth grad-
er from Galena

Sarah Brown, winner of the contest. 

By DAVIDA WALKER
Staff writer

 The winner of the contest 
to name the new high school 
newspaper was Sarah Brown, a 
fi fth-grade student from Sidney 
C. Huntington elementary school. 
 Her suggested name now 
sits atop the front page of the 

Continued on page 11

Can you hear me now? Not in school. 



State school board 
meets at GILA campus

The State of Alaska School Board met in Lon Gillas’ classroom in September. 
Staff photo

By SHERRI 
KESSNER
Editor

 The Alaska 
State School Board 
of Education and 
Early Development 
came to Galena for a 
three-day conference 
at the Galena Interior 
Learning Academy 
campus  in September. 
 The school 
board held the 
conference in Galena 
because they wanted to 
go out to rural Alaska to 
talk to the people about 
their perspectives. They 
wanted to hear all the 
different dreams of 
the students in Alaska. 
They also wanted to 
show the communities 
what the board is all 
about.
 Esther Cox, 
the chair on the school 
board, described GILA 
as an “oasis in the 
wilderness.” 
 “[The school 
district] just took a 
bunch of old buildings 
and turned them into 
a learning place,” she 
said, complimenting the 
school for its creativity. 
 The school 
board stayed for 

A new member of the state school board was sworn in. 
Staff photo

three days with open 
discussions to the 
community. Some of 
the key points that they 
talked about were: 
 • Boarding 
schools and why 
students and parents 
chose this alternative.
 • The different 
opportunities and 
challenges that students 
face.
 • Changes with 
the teachers and staff.
 • The outcome 
if the board decided 
to change the number 
of times they gave out 
state tests.  
 The board 
started out their fi rst 
day at 8 a.m. with 
a public comment 

meeting. Anyone in the 
community was able 
to speak about their 
views of the education 
system.
 “We’re trying to 
visit the different school 

districts to help all of us 
[the state board] to get a 
better understanding of 
the things students have 
to face,” said Shirley 
Holloway, the former 

Cont. on next  page
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commissioner of edu-
cation and a current 
board member.
  Tim Rocky, the 
board’s student adviser 
from Palmer, added that 
they [the board] wanted 
to “try and figure out 
what Galena is doing 
right; to show the other 
schools.”
 S o m e  o t h e r 
key topics which were 
discussed were looking 
at school dropout rates 
and trying to fi gure out 
the reason to why the 

numbers are increasing, 
and fi nding out about the 
number of students who 
actually graduate. 
 “ G r a d u a t i o n 
opens the doors to future 
opportunities,” read a 
fl yer that was given out 
at the conference. 
 Another major 
topic was the possible 
change in the compulsory 
age students would be 
required to attend school. 
 T h e  c u r r e n t 
compulsory age is 16. 
After you reach this age, 
you are able to decide 
whether or not you will 

choose to go to school. 
The board is discussing 
changing the compulsory 
age to 18.
 D u r i n g  t h e i r 
discussion, the board 
m e m b e r s  v o l l e y e d 
opinions back and forth, 
throwing in reasons as 
to why, or why not, the 
age should be 18. One 
of the main statements 
being argued is that at 
16 you are not an adult, 
and you shouldn’t be 
able to make adult-type 
decisions. 
  “At what point 
do we [board members, 

teachers and staff] stop 
trying to help students 
who don’t want to be 
in school, jeopardizing 
the students that do?” 
stated one of the board 
members. 
 The board was 
given a chance to see the 
community of Galena. 
High school students 
F r a n c i s  K a t o n g a n , 
Haley Brown, Raven 
Mustafoski, and John 
Kavairlook, gave the 
board tours of Galena 
and the school. 

Former education commis-
sioner impressed by Galena

By RAVEN 
MUSTAFOSKI
Editor

 “I have watch-
ed Galena grow from 
four teachers till now,  
since 1971,” said Dr. 
Shir ley Hol loway, 
former Commissioner 
of the State School 
Board of Education. 
“The  Galena  Ci ty 
School District has 
leadership and a lot to 
be proud of.”
  Dr. Holloway, 
along with 25 other 
State School Board of 
Education members, 
visited Galena to hold 

their Interior Alaska 
school board meeting on 
Sept. 7-9. Students from 
both the Galena Interior 
Learning Academy and 
the Sidney C. Huntington 
campus helped with 
events throughout the 
week. 
 “ I  s e e  h o w 
hard the administration 
is working to lead at 
this school,” said Dr. 
Holloway. 
 W h e n  a s k e d 
about how she views 
both Galena schools, 
Dr. Holloway was full 
of positive things to 
say. She embraced how 
the residential school 

combines many different 
communities into one 
school and how each 
staff member is willing 
to work out the many 
challenges that are faced 
with the diverse group. 
As for the Sidney C. 
Huntington High School, 
Dr. Holloway can see 
how the role of teachers 
personally caring for 
students impacts each 
student. 
 While here in 
Galena, Dr. Holloway 
traveled around town to 
different local establish-
ments and spent the 
majority of her time at the 
Galena Interior Learning 

Academy campus 
in the school board 
meeting which was 
held to pass and talk 
about regulations. 
 Dr. Holloway 
was astounded by 
the students at both 
schools. 
 Dr. Holloway 
has lived in Juneau, 
Barrow, and now 
resides in Anchorage. 
As former education 
commissioner, she 
has been the fi rst and  
only women to hold 
the commissioner 
position for the state. 

From preceding  page
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By RAVEN 
MUSTAFOSKI
Editor

 T h e  l i m i t e d 
number of computers 
available to high school 
students is outragous.  
 B e t w e e n  t h e 
main commons and the 
set computer lab, GILA 
has 36 computers readily 
available for student use. 
The number of students 
doubled this year while 
the number of computers 
in the main commons 
decreased by three. 
Counting students from 
both the GILA and the 
Sidney C. Huntington 
Schoo l ,  abou t  198 
students attend high 

school at both campuses. 
 Students need 
more computers because 
it is an essential tool for 
learning. The library 
is not equipped for 
all types of research; 
the re fore ,  s tuden ts 
often turn to computers. 
The Galena Interior 
Learning Academy is 
trying to maintain the 
reputation of the best 
academic school in rural 
Alaska. The title can be 
at stake as Kotzebue 
has a  computer  for 

each individual student 
and also smartboards 
in every classroom. 
The problem of having 
limited computers effects 
student performance. 
It is hard to believe a 
teacher would expect a 
student to research and 
write a paper without 
enough computers for 
the entire class. 
 The solution is 
to become more tech-
nologically advanced 
with one computer for 
each student. If the 
solution was imple-

mented,  the  school 
would look better as a 
whole. The computers 
used in this school run 
about $300 to $400 per 
computer. With GILA 
wishing to be equipped 
for the 21st century, why 
would the school be 
opposed to buying new 
computers instead of 
receiving second-hand 
computers from the 
IDEA program?  New 
net books are running 
a t  $ 2 0 0 - $ 3 0 0  p e r 
computer.    
There are solutions. It’s 
something we can do to 
make our school better. 

Hawk Highlights editorial

Modern voc-ed means computers
Our opinion: The best education today 
means computers should be available for all 
our students in all our classes. 

Our Letters to the 
Editor policy

The Hawk Highlights wel-
comes letters to the editor 
about issues of interest to 
the school and the com-

munity of Galena. All letters 
must have a name and a 

contact phone number. Let-
ters are limited to 150 words 
each. We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse any letter 

sent to the Hawk Highlights. 
You can drop off letters to 
the GILA or SHS secretar-
ies or email to journalism 
teacher Paul Apfelbck at: 
papfelbeck@galenanet.

com.
Our address is: 

     Hawk Highlights
     P.O. Box 359
     Galena, AK 99741

New name is great step forward
By PAUL APFEL-
BECK
Journalism teacher

 The best thing 
about our new newspa-
per name Hawk High-
lights is the source of the 
new name. 
 When the board-
ing school was fi rst es-
tablished here, there was 
predictable tension be-
tween the community 
and the new school. I 
grew up in New Eng-
land, where tensions 
between the boarding 
school “preppies” and 

the local “townies” are 
infamous. As a townie 
back then, I didn’t like 
seeing newcomers arriv-
ing in “my” community. 
Of course, as a teacher at 
the boarding school, I’ve 
learned about the other 
side of the coin, too.
 School and city 
officials have shown 
wisdom combining stu-
dents into one school on 
two campuses for many 
good reasons. Of course, 
you’ll never fully resolve 
the tension between the 
preppies and townies - 
unless it’s on the basket-

ball court, the wrestling 
mat, or in improved class 
choices.
 Our new name 
was proposed by a fi fth-
grade student who con-
siders her hometown to 
be Galena. She repre-
sents the future, where 
the boarding school is 
just part of the scenery as 
a contributing member 
of the community. There 
are good reasons for 
quilting together GILA 
and SHS, but it isn’t of-
ten we get  to see a thread 
sewn into that tapestry. 
Thank you, Sarah. 
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BY CHRISTOPHER DEMOSKI
Staff writer

 There are about 50 more students this year 
at the Galena Interior Learning Academy, which 
means that the boarding school now has about 165 
students according to Lisa Shelby, GILA principal. 
 There are currently 53 freshmen, 45 
sophomores, 45 juniors, and 47 seniors. Ms. 
Shelby said the school wants to increase the student 
population as one way to sustain the entire district. 
As the community of Galena’s population continues 
to decline, the boarding school population is rising. 
 Heavy changes were made to accommodate 
the additional students this year. 

 There are extra bus runs in the morning to 
transport kids to the Sidney C. Huntington High 
School. Mr. Blasco, the dean of students, has hired 
additional staff for the residence hall, the school 
has purchased a lot more supplies, and there are 
buildings that were renovated to increase classroom 
space.
 Many of the unused buildings that are on 
base should be used by GILA students, said Ms. 
Shelby, GILA’s new principal.
 Gabby Strange, 14, from Anchorage was 
asked why she applied to GILA and she said that 
the education in Anchorage “sucked”. She was also 
asked what she thought of GILA and she said she 
likes it because there are a lot of nice people.

Student numbers increasing 

BY KATHERINE 
HUNTINGTON
Staff writer

 The Galena Inter ior 
Learning Academy and the Sidney 
C. Huntington High School have 
welcomed new teachers to the 
staff; Lon Gillas and Tim Kalke.
 Mr. Kalke is a social 
studies teacher at the Sidney C. 
Huntington School campus. Mr. 
Kalke teaches Government, U.S. 
History, and Integrated Social 
Studies. He is in the room formally 
belonging to Beth Buchanan, who 
is now the curriculum director for 
the Galena City School District.
 Mr.  Kalke was born May 
7, 1979, in Gillette, Wyoming. 
 He attended college at the 
University of Northern Colorado 
and  student taught at Thompson 
Valley High School in Loveland, 
Colorado.   
 He also has taught at Sue 
Valley High School and Lathrop 

New teachers in social studies, science
High School in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
The other work he has done 
would be painting houses, fi shing 
and rafting guide, a bartender, and 
has been in the U.S. Army. 
 Mr. Kalke chose to come 
to Galena and teach “because it 
was a unique opportunity with 
such a diverse student population 
and the opportunity to become 
a member of a rural Alaskan 
village,” he said.
 M r.  G i l l a s  t e a c h e s 
integrated science, geology, 
physics, and environmental 
science. 
 Mr. Gillas was born 
on October 18, 1954, and is 
from Oregon. He was raised in 
Vancouver, Washington, and 
attended to college at Brigham 
Young University in Provo, 
Utah.    Mr. Gillas student 
taught in McMinnville, Oregon 
and he taught at McMinnville, 
Oregon; Bend, Oregon; and a 
court school for troubled students. 

He also has worked at an electric 
car company, a paintball fi eld, 
and industrial battery recycling. 
Mr. Gillas said he chose to come 
to Galena and teach “because it 
was the greatest school in Alaska 
and he wanted to see what a real 
winter was like.”

Mr. Tim Kalka, new social studies teacher.
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----   jamboree ! ----
By JULIA COX
Staff writer 

 Galena hosted 
the 8th Annual Yukon 
Jamboree in the Sidney 
C. Huntington School 
gym in early October 
featuring potlatches and 
live music to support 
sobriety.
 S tuden t s  and 
citizens of Galena were 
fi lling up the dance fl oor 
in sheer excitement and 
celebration of music. 
“This years Jamboree 
was excellent; we had 
more musicians than 
ever,” said the jamboree 
committee president 
Kim Wolfe., “I’ve been 
in Galena for 8 years and 
this is the best turnout 
we’ve ever had.”
 GILA student 
J u s t i n  A r r o w  w a s 
especially enthusiastic 
about Jamboree. “The 
pot la tch was good. 
There was a lot of good 
native food. I liked the 
speeches and the fi ddle 
dance was awesome. The 
GILA band was pretty 
awesome. I really liked 
the songs Stand by Me, 
I Love Rock and Roll, 
and Old Time Rock and 
Roll that they played. I 
lost count of how many 
times I danced. It was too 
many times. I danced to 

like every song.”
 Anthony Jones, 
another GILA student 
said, “I had a great time, 
I enjoyed it to the fullest. 
I think the GILA band 
was great and performed 
well. I danced like four 
or five time with like 
three or four different 
girls.”
 O n e  o f  t h e 
GILA band drummers, 
Marcus Rodriguez said, 
“Jamboree was fun. I 
only danced once with 
you. People said I played 
the drums well. It was fun 
but I was nervous. I think 
the two step is dumb - it 
was fun though.”
 G I L A  b a n d 
guitarist Kaleb Sanford 
thought performing at 
the Jamboree made for 
a fun-filled weekend. 
“It  was cool to see 
everybody dance to the 
music I was playing and 
enjoy it. I know that we 
did well and I wasn’t 
nervous at all. I knew 
Marcus was but I was 
confi dent he would make 
it through his song. I 
know there was a few 
places I messed up but 
no one could notice.”
 The musicians 
were defi nitely thriving, 
coming up from various 

Top: Dancers at the Jamboree. Middle: Guitarists in the GILA 
band. Bottom: Alice Madros serves elders. 

Cont. on next page
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 I had the privilege 
o f  pe r fo rm ing  fo r  my 
peers and the citizens for 
Galena. Singing and seeing 
everyone enjoy themselves 
and having a good time 
makes me so happy. It’s one 
of the most fun things in the 
world to do. 
 My favorite song 
to perform was I Love Rock 
and Roll. Everybody was 
dancing and that made it 
so much easier to perform 
well. I loved listening to 
all the other musicians 
too.  My favorite one was 
the fiddler Paul Hatfield. 
He literally amazed me. 
All the musicians were so 
passionate about what they 

areas of Alaska to share 
their love of music with 
Galena and to support 
sobriety. 
 T h i s  y e a r ’ s 
music ians  included 
Galena’s very own GILA 
band - Kaleb Sanford, 
Warren Wilson, Julia 
Cox, Marcus Rodriguez, 
Gabby Strange, Kaylin 
Kopp, Curtis Richard-
son, Conrad Jones, Matt 
Goodwin, Tyler Martin, 
Karrie Pavish Anderson, 
Ted Roach, and Ryan 
Stadt. 
 Other musicians 
performing from Galena 
were Curtis Carlo, Louis 
Demoski, Tim Kalke, 
Logan Marshall, and 

Jenny Pelkola.  
   
Musicians who came 
from other areas of 
A l a s k a  w e r e  We s 
Alexander of Nenana, 
Stu Carnegie of Tal-
keetna, Franklin “Kaki” 
Dayton Sr. of Koyukuk, 
Bill Derendorf of Huslia, 
Gordon Druck of Fort 
Yukon, Billy Demoski  
of North Pole,  Roy 
Folger of Tanana, Paul 
Hatfield of Talkeetna, 
Josephine Malemute of 
Fairbanks, Tony Sam Sr. 
of Huslia, Hudson and 
Selena Sam of Huslia, 
Tyler Simon of Stevens 
Village, Alex Solomon 
of Kaltag, Virgil Titus of 
Minto, and Jerry Trout of 
North Pole.

do, including me and my band 
here at GILA.

From preceding page

scenes from 
jamboree
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Newbies arrive on campus
BY KRISTEN 
KRUGER
Staff writer

Two of the new 
staff members working 
at the GILA residential 
hall are Ashley Lang and 
Ryan Stade.

Ms. Lang is a 
resident advisor at the 
GILA Ptarmigan Hall on 
the girl’s fl oor. Mr. Stade 
is a resident advisor on 
the boy’s fl oor.

There are six 
new people working 
for the GILA Ptarmigan 
Hall (dorm) this year, 
including Ms. Lang,  Mr. 
Stade, Adrienne Johnson, 
Gunner Johnson, Maria 
Felin,  and Anthony 
Kyrikibis. 

Ms. Lang is from 
Branson, Missouri. She 
is 21. She got out of 
college in February with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
computer science. Ms. 
Lang went to a job fair 
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
From there, she found 
the fl yer for a position as 
a resident advisor (RA). 
It seemed like a good fi t 
and she would be able to 
work with high school 
student in Alaska. 

S h e  w a s 
e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h 
boarding schools before 
in her past and would 
like to make the same 
impact as her RAs did. 

So she thought it will be 
like “killing two birds 
with one stone”.  Ms. 
Lang set up an interview 
with Ben Blasco which 
ended as being hired. 
She loves the job so far 
and thinks that GILA 
students are amazing but 
sometimes challenging. 
Ashley Lang makes the 
dorm feel livelier and 
more fun.

Ryan Stade is a 
new RA for the boy’s 
fl oor this year as well. 
Mr. Stade is 23 years 
old; he graduated from 
Boston with a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy. 
He learned about GILA 
by his Dads Friends 
from Galena. To him is 
sounded like a good idea, 
plus it involved high 
school activities and he 
likes hanging out with 
people on the boy’s fl oor, 
meeting and conversing 
with them. 
 Mr. Stade is a 
RA for about 23 out of 
96 boys attending GILA 
this year and Ms. Lang 
is RA for a portion of 
the 83 girls attending 
GILA, which is about 20 
girls. Their jobs (duties) 
as RA’s include making 
sure the students are; 
getting to bed early, 
make sure no fights 
go on, you’re not late 
to floor, and basically 
they’re like your parents.

 Students at Galena Interior Learning 
Academy and Sidney C. Huntington School 
can support their local radio station by 
participating this week in the 2010 KIYU 
Membership Drive. 
 KIYU radio station hosts an annual 
fund drive to raise money for their broadcasts.
 When students sign up as a KIYU 
member, they will be able to participate in a 
student raffl e, where they can win things like 
pool passes, portable DVD or CD players, 
games and more. The drawings normally take 
place on Thanksgiving, at 1:00 p.m. and go 
until around dinner time.   
 Call 656–1488 to sign up and pay $10 
to get a chance to win cool prizes and support 
a radio station that has served the community 
of Galena for over 20 years.

KIYU member 
drive seeking 
student help
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Ryan Stade.

Thanks for reading Hawk Highlights, 
written and produced by Galena 

high school students.



Hawk Highlights sports

By ERNIE PETERS
Staff writer

 T h e  G a l e n a 
Hawks wons fi rst place 
in the region as they 
come back from state on 
October 3.
 Jenna Buchanan 
and John Kavairlook got 
the Good Sports Awards 
for the team. Jenna has 
also placed the highest at 
31st out of 110 runners!
 Molissa Bifelt, 
the coach of the team 
said that there were “a lot 
of hills” to the 3.1-mile 
race which opposed the 
challenge.
 “Thanks to all 
individual athletes for 
dedication in practice 
and for the team, I hope 
to improve coaching for 
next season,” she said. 

Runners earn awards

The runners from Galena at the state meet. 
Photo courtesy Molissa Bifelt

 It was the second 
visit to Palmer this year 
for the 14 runners; they 
had been there earlier 
this season. The coach 
showed them proper 
running techniques and 

they practiced them. 
They also ran hills at 
the local Galena sand 
dunes, and they worked 
on fl exibility doing yoga. 
 “All those things 
made us better runners,” 

said coach Bifelt.
 John Kavairlook, 
Mat thew Goodwin , 
D a r l a  G r e g g ,  a n d 
Victoria Betterton were 
the four seniors on the 
team. 

By WILLIAM TRITT
Staff writer

 Galena volley-
ball coach Carrie Given 
said the upcoming season 
will be a building year 
for the team.
 “We are learning 
and growing as a team,” 
she said. “I think we will 
do very good at regionals 
and one of our goals is to 
go to state in November.

  “We have a lot 
of work to do to get their 
but, it is all positive.”
 The returning 
players this year are 
N i k k i  F e n n i m o r e , 
J e n n a  B u c h a n a n , 
A l y s s a  A h n g a s u k , 
Marie Sheldon, Dano 
Thurmond ,  Fe l i c i a 
Kayotuk, Emma Simple 
and Raven Mustafoski.
 Coach Given said 
the chances this year are 

great.
  “I think that we 
have every chance to be 
in the top three in the 
division this year,” she 

Volleyball coach sees building year for team
said. “We will have to 
work hard and play hard 
but, we can do it.”

 Galena lost two 
matches against Fair-
banks-area schools in 
September. 
 In the fi rst game, 
Galena was defeated by 
Eielson at Eielson Air 
Force Base. Galena was 

defeated 25-9, 25-12, 25-
23.The following night, 
Hutchison defeated 
Galena at Hutchison. 
Galena lost the matches 
there 25-18, 25-8, 25-14.

Hawks drop fi rst two matches
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BY KAYLIN KOPP
Staff Writer

 After going to 
see Disney’s Lion King 
production in Anchorage 
last month, I’ll confess 
that I cried when it was 
over! It was the most 
spectacular thing I’d 
ever seen – I had read 
reviews about it, with 
people using words like 
“magical”, “vibrant”, 
“stunning” and “life-
like”…but none of these 
seem to give enough 
credit to the immense 
quality that has been put 
into this show. The Lion 
King has been one of 
Broadway’s top 10 most 
famous musicals for that 
very reason – superior 
choreography, incredible 
lighting techniques and 
dedicated actors.
 B r o a d w a y ’ s 
touring team brought 
“The Lion King” to the 
stage of Anchorage’s 
Performing Arts Center 
on September 2.   First 
premiering in 1997 at 
the New Amsterdam 
Theater, The Lion King 
on tour has swept the 
nation, and the audience 
and I, in Anchorage, 
were awestruck by it’s 
grandeur, yet touched by 
the moving storyline.
 The Lon King is 

Hawk Highlights review

Lion King ‘spectacular

Photo from londontheaterdirect.com

the tale of a energetic 
lion cub, named Simba, 
who adores his father, 
the King of Pride Rock. 
But when King Mufasa 
is killed by his evil 
brother, Scar, in Scar’s 
bitter attempt to usurp 
the throne, young Simba 
is thrown to the hyena in 
the middle of a lifeless 
African desert. There. 
He is rescued be a pair 
of unlikely friends: 
Timon, the meerkat, and 
Pumbaa, the warthog. 
These take Simba under 
their “wings”, and teach 
him to live life with 
no worries – Hakuna 
Matata!!! 
 As Simba grows 
into a powerful young 
adult, he begins to be 
discontented with the 
life Timon and Pumbaa 
can offer, even more 

so when he is reunited 
with a childhood friend, 
Nala, now a beautiful 
lioness. She persuades 
him to return home, 
and assist his suffering 
family. Thus, together, 
they overthrow Scar and 
his accomplices, once 
again restoring peace 
and prosperity to Pride 
Rock.
 With over 40 
actors and an extensive 
cast ,  Jul ie  Taymor, 
d i r e c t o r ,  c o s t u m e 
designer, and co-mask 
and puppet designer, 
t r u l y  b r o u g h t  t h i s 
heartwarming story to 
life with fantastic sets, 
lights, costumes and 
actors. The lighting was 
able to change the mood 
from loving and warm 
to lifeless and desolate, 
or dark and intimidating 

in a matter of seconds. 
It made the emotions 
for all  these scenes 
much more intense. 
The choreography and 
ensemble, too, were 
incredible. Everything 
flowed smoothly, even 
when there were dozens 
of dancers on stage, 
leaping, twirling and 
singing. 

I ’ v e  h e a r d 
that, with Broadway, 
everything is super-
sized. I found this to be 
more than true! In the 
first act, when all the 
animals gather to honor 
baby Simba, an actor in 
a 11-by-13 foot elephant 
costume lumbered down 
the isle towards the stage, 
followed closely by a 
life-size wildebeest; the 

Cont. on next page
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audience then erupted 
into applause and cheers 
when two 18-foot tall 
giraffes made their way 
down. They even walked 
like real giraffes! The 
talent of the many actors 
to manipulate their 
costumes and puppets 

was astounding.
I  found  on ly 

one drawback in this 
production. During the 
scene in which Simba 
and Nala discover their 
love for one another, 
several pairs of trapeze 
dancers swing down on 
vines, singing, “Canyou 
feel the Love tonight?” 

I believe that while 
this showed excellent 
choreography, it didn’t 
add to the couple’s 
relat ionship,  or  the 
romantic atmosphere, 
and distracted from the 
main characters.

It really was the 
most incredible show I 
have ever seen . I only 

wish that The Lion 
K i n g  w a s  m o r e 
accessible to us here in 
Galena, because I would 
certainly pay to see it 
again. Even after nearly 
3 hours, I didn’t want 
it to end!  I definitely 
recommend you add The 
Lion King to your list of 
“big city To-Do’s”.  It’s 

From preceding page

newspaper. On her entry 
form, she wrote that the 
name should be the title 
for the sports section. 
The journalism class, 
in its voting earlier this 
month, decided they 
liked the name so much 
they’d use it for the entire 
newspaper. 
 Sa r ah  won  a 
$25 gift certificate to 
Sweetsir’s store. 
 She said she felt 
really excited and happy 
during an interview. She 
felt like crying because 
she didn’t think she 
would win because of 
her age. 
 How did she come 
up with the name Hawk 

SHS student wins name contest
From the front page
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be monitoring it in the dorms. 
Cell phones have Internet access 
and we don’t want kids to stay up 
all night and losing sleep because 
they’re texting and just dinking 
around on the Internet.
  They could easily just 
throw it under the covers when 
somebody walks in the door and 
continue when they leave. So we 
are still looking into that.”
 According to a recent 

Hawk Highlights
P.O. Box 359
Galena, Alaska 99741

Cell phone coverage 
stops at school doorway

article from the Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner,  we’re going to be 
seeing a lot of cell phones show 
up in rural Alaska. 
 GCI provided service in 
13 communities in the Nome 
region by mid-October in 2008.  
 They expected to have 
225 new customers by the end of 
the year but ended up with 800. 
 GCI is set on having 
service up in every village 
throughout Alaska by the end 
of 2010, according to the News-

Miner.
 It was The GILA Monster, 
the high school newspaper which 
preceded Hawk Highlights,  that 
fi rst broke the story about cell 
phones coming to Galena in the 
spring of 2008. 
 GCI had said they were 
going to apply cell phone service 
to Galena that summer. 
 It wasn’t until one year 
later this fall that it finally 
happened. 

From the front page
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